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OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


DP te obey that impulse, is the most effec- 
tive way to phrase a well-known advertis 
ing slogan from the consumer's point of view 
lor impulse buying is often costly and wasteful 
It is the subject of frequent jest that the man of 


the house when s to tl supermarket 


lor 


needed st iples comes | with i large bag 
ol tempting items rchants, too, are 
well aware of the effective boosting their 
sales by the use of loss leaders to ire the 


prospective pur haser into the store, where she 


will see other items that catch her tan¢ 

lor the thrifty consumer, there should always 
be an interval betwee { ind having 
The most effective choice v made alter a 
carelul analysis of one’s ow particular needs 
lollowed by some “comparison shopping preter 
ibly with a copy of CR’s latest report on the 
subject in hand We nave occasional been 
touched by the confidence in our omnisci 
but never flattered, to have i impatient 
sumer telephone us to ask what vacuum cleanet 
room cooler, or power iw mower he should 
buy on the wav home sually its not that 
simple ind the purchaser 
tion a bit more time and stu 

In testing a major appiia report 
0 icompatr itive basis, its sale nm reedom 
from shock hazard its etimency im pertorm 
ince, its economy (how tricity it uses 
how difficult or expensive it 1 o install, and 
ertain other directly measurable tactors We 
cannot, however, evaluate those persona 
dividual prelerences lor particular conve 
{ 


eatures that on ” Import 


ind use | 


itistaction or dissatist 
Some business jour 
iltthough consumers have 

ire not spending their mo 
once did We hope that 
yvoodly number of consumers 
decisions more caretul 


thought than was once the 





mplete 
“au ' 

$1.00 

r th} 

Note 1 te 
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The Consumers’ Observation Post 


THE FAD FOR TAKING VITAMINS in hit or miss fashion to promote good 
health has somewhat declined in recent years The Journal of the American 
Medical Association, however, this past year has reported a case of vitamin 
A poisoning by a young woman who on her own initiative took large quan- 
tities of vitamin A without prescription to treat a skin disorder from 
which she had suffered since childhood After a long series of medical 
examinations and hospital treatments, her habit of taking 500,000 units of 
vitamin A a day was discovered and ordered discontinued Two months after 
this medication had been stopped, her symptoms disappeared and she improved 
steadily until all evidence of the vitamin A poisoning had vanished Among 
the most common changes associated with excessive intake of vitamin A are 
skin lesions, including coarsening of the skin with itching, and thinning 
of the hair 

* > * 

IF LEMONS ARE EXPENSIVE THIS COMING YEAR, the hi 
the Lemon Products Advisory Board responsible Under 
ment, this Board voted last fall to devote about three-q 
California lemon crop to citric acid in order to kee; 
fresh fruit. 

> * >. 

THE HIGH COST OF COLOR TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
network officials. For one of the first Sunday night specta 
a one-minute frying pan commercial required rehearsals whi 
eggs, 80 pork chops, 20 pounds of bacon, and 10 pounds of 
hours of labor, according to Variety Exclus 
fees for studio facilities, camera etc., the total cost « 
minutes of commercials exceeded $10,000 Variety report 
took 18 hours of rehearsals to "bring in" the commercials 
usually took for a full one-hour dramatic show There w 
people who would cheerfully forego the elaborate comn 
items of expense and be satisfied with some simple: 
method of calling attention to the sponsor’s product 


of hidden 


LOW—PRICED SEWING MACHINES from Japan are expe 
supply as the ban imposed by the Japanese Ministry « 
and Industry on exports gets under way I 
sents Japan’s third largest industry 

rade journal, have been imposed 
quality of the Japanese product | 
sewing machines will, no doubt, be hi 
ontrols is felt 


‘ 


HEARING AID BATTERIES of the 
should be disposed of carefully and 
burned in the family incinerator or in an 
Hewitt of the Mayo Clinic has issued a warning 
of the American Medical Association regarding his 
casually discarding three dead batteries in the wa: 
which eventually landed in the family incinerator: 
set on fire, there was a sound like three revolve: 
of such violence that the metal cases of the batteri-« 
metal sides of the incinerator like projectile: In a 
ician’s inquiry, the hearing aid manufacturer suggested 
be returned to the dealer for forwarding to the batter: 


‘ 


mercury contents can be salvaged If that is not conveni 
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be carefully placed inside of opened tin cans for picking up by the city 
and municipal trash collectors. In one city at least such tin cans are not 
subjected to fire at the city dump 


> . * 


THAT INTERESTING—LOOKING MAN in an advertisement for a striped flannel 
Hathaway shirt that appeared in the New Yorker, October 2, 1954, turned out 
to be just an illustration on the magizine page One businessman who tried 
to buy the shirt in several different stores was unable to obtain it and 
wrote directly to the shirt company in New York but even they couldn’t 
supply it, according to an article in Advertising Age Consumers who have 
had a similar experience in trying to locate a particular product that has 
been advertised as generally available will sympathize with the advertising 
man’s predicament and wonder why any'thing in such short supply should have 
been featured by an advertiser in the first place 


* * . 


THE SKIN DISORDER known as "dishpan hands" and "housewife’s eczema" 
can in some cases be relieved by a new cream The product, called Acid 


Mantle Creme, is an oil-in-water emulsion type containing a nonionic emul- 


sifier and a buffered solution of aluminum acetate which is designed to 
restore the protective acidity of the human skin. It was developed by Dome 
Chemicals and used by Dr. Paul Gross of Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Center in New York, and associates 


* . * 


MEAT WHICH HAS BEEN ALTERNATELY THAWED AND REFROZEN in the unopened 
package as many as three times before using was found equal in flavor and 
aroma to that used immediately after the first thawing, in tests conducted 
by P. T. Zeigler, Professor of Animal Husbandry at Pennsylvania State 
Agricultural Experiment Station The tests were made to determine what 
effect a power breakdown, for a considerable period of time so as to permit 
meat in a freezer to thaw, would have on its quality Cuts of thawed meat 
were held in unopened packages at room temperatures for a considerable 
length of time with no apparent deterioration (as judged by appearance, 
taste, and smell) Some samples of beef held for a week under these con- 
ditions were refrozen at zero, maintained at this temperature for two 
weeks, and then stored in a household refrigerator at 38° for a week Upon 
cooking, no adverse effects on aroma or flavor of the meat could be ob- 
served In some cases, meat cuts that had been thawed, unwrapped and re- 
wrapped and refrozen were not materially changed in palatability, but were 
drier because some of the juices were lost This news should comfort own- 
ers of home freezers in sections of the country where storms cause power 
failures for short periods at certain seasons of the year This principle, 
however, does not apply to frozen foods other than meats; there would be 
real danger in using some types of food products if they were thawed and 
then refrozen 

* >. J 

CLIP-ON EARRINGS, particularly if they are extremely heavy, may cause 
unsightly damage to delicate ear lobes Although no cases have come to 
public notice in the United States, women may take warning from Dr. L. R 
McLaren of Edinburgh, Scotland, who has reported cases of injury to the ear 
lobes of two of his patients from clip-on type earrings In both cases, 
the ear lobes had been split and corrective surgery was required to repair 
the disfigurement 

WHEN THE FAMILY ELECTRIC BLANKET STOPS WORKING at this season of the 
year, prompt action in restoring its activity is imperative One of CR’s 
staff members, in an effort to locate good sources of such repair service, 
tried out a New Jersey firm recommended by the president of a central re- 
pair service, in a talk before a women’s technical group, as being able to 
provide 48-hour service in such cases The blanket, which was completely 
inoperative, was shipped to the service company on October 8, 1954, and 


The continuation of this section is on page 33 
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Lower-Priced 1955 Automobiles 


Chevrolet V-8 and 6 
Ford V-8's 

Buick Special 
Plymouth V-8 


Studebaker Champion 


Plymouth, which for the first nine months of 
1954 dropped to fifth place in sales, behind 
Buick and Oldsmobile, appears to be making a 
strong bid to regain third place with a car that 
some automotive magazine writers have called 
the best looking car offered by the company in 
its history. One may question whether the 
*lymouth is better in appearance than Chevrolet 
ind Ford, which by today's standards of average 
Americans are evidently attractive designs also 
In so far as equipment is concerned, all these cars 
are now on an equal basis; Chevrolet, at long last 
is offering an overdrive (which was not previously 
available), as extra equipment. All three offer 
a choice of six-cylinder or V-8 engines, and the 
prices of all three are now pretty close together 
If consumers generally bought on the basis of 
tests such as those made by CR on the P/ymouth 
V-&, it is doubtful if Plymouth would be able tu 
take many sales away from Chevrolet, Ford, or 
even the Buick Special 
Ihe latter has considerable appeal for those 
who want to buy at a price not far above Chevro 
let, Ford, and Plymouth. Yor such persons, the 
Butck Special seems to be the logical answer; it 
sells for only about $200 more than the Plymouth 
Belvedere. it has a 7-inch longer wheelbase (3 
inches longer overall), its rated brake hors 
power is about 30 above the Plymouth, and it is 
about 500 pounds heavier. Bear in mind that 
in graduating to the Buick bracket one cannot 
get back into the Ford-Chevrolet class later, ex 
cept at a distinct loss in dollars. The turn-in 
allowance on the higher priced car traded on a 
Ford, Chevrolet, or Plymouth will not permit the 
consumer to recover the extra price paid lor the 


higher-priced make if he should wish, three or 
four vears hence, to get back into his former 
low price bracket when next he trades J used 


car on a new one 


Chevrolet V-8 Bel Air Powerglide 
A (Tentative) 


Chevrolet V-8 Bel Air Powerglice. $2184 (actors 


list pre including federal excise tax of $149 
Heater and deft ter, SY; 


This year the rtwe Chevrolet V-8 and ford 
V-8 is likely t ’ thieult, for these makes have much 
mn commor ; j fy " f ; nce The om f my 
minded may , rele rvrole or its better garo 
ine mileage Pr , Persor preference for detail 
a normally ermir the / ne mare ver the 
other 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Equipment on car tested: /’: 


er, and detrostet 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 mp! 
0 to OO m p.h 14.0 se from 20 
7.3 oe from 40 to OO a 


approximate! tive ume as the Ford 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
18 m.p.g 


Riding comfort; | wo ar were 
found to be considerabl ‘ ol-t nd, producing 
a rather ynpleasan ‘ on riding quality 
which otherw good was judged that the 
riding quality } car with 1 tire detect or 
rected would b better than that 


| 


years model i ndled 


led and 
ver well steer ree nd 


the normal effort 


CONSUMERS' RESEARCH BULLETIN @ FLERUARY, 1955 





Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m_p.h 

actual speed was 21.3 m.p.h at 35 m.p.h., ap 
proximately correct; at 50 m.p.h., actual speed 
4% Odometer was inaccurate by about 3% (100 
miles recorded as 103 miles) 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The most important change this year is the new 
V-8 engine which has the same horsepower rating 
us the Ford V-4 The Ford and Chevrolet engines 
as will be seen in Table I, gave practically identical 
performance for acceleration, but the Chevrolet 
was somewhat more efficient in use of fuel A 
floating oil screen is used ahead of the oil pump 
The steering mechanism has been redesigned; it 
is to be hoped this will eliminate the difficulty 
present in some previous models in which it was 
difficult to maintain correct alignment of the front 
wheels The frame ilthough lighter in weight 
than last year’s model, is claimed to be more rigid 
Chevrolet has followed the undesirable trend in 
eliminating the ammeter and oi! pressure gauge 
ind substituting indicator Headroom and 
leg room were adequate on to front and 
rear was good; all 4 fenders w view, making 
for ease in parking Phis hevrolet is the 
first of the “low’’-priced cars to use a 12-volt elec 
trical system The steering post location is sucl 
that the steering wheel rim is now rather close to the 
inside of the left front door For some, this lack of 
idequate clearance may cause difficulties in steering 


some drivers found thi 


al disad intage while 


others did not The instrument panel is well ar 
ranged, but controls were n illuminated Lhe 
Powerglide functions smooth! it is not signifi 
cantly different from that of last vear, but the | or 
quadrant is now located in the instrument panel 
instead of on the steering post Brakes were ace 
quate and satisfactory after a break-in period ; 
fore the brakes were worn in, there was some 
dency for them to pull the car to the right or left 
depending on speed and amount of pressure applied 
to the brake pedal The heater controls are rela 


tivel simple to opera te kre sh air intake it cow 


desirable } ‘ good easy to 


unl mad and | vad 


CHEVROLET V-8 BEL AIR 
POWERGLIDE SPECIFICATIONS 


V" arrangement 
trrore ‘ r 
Piston displacement: 265 cu 
Brake hor epower (rated t 4400 rpm I 
Taxable horsepower: 45 
ompression ratio BO 
ylinder head ast al 
Automatic choke 
ranxcase apac 


Oi! filter: partial-f nal equipment 
th 


Lo ng system ressure type 17 qt. w heater 
Chassis, etc 

Wheelbase 

iver-a e 

Widtt 14 


rde:anht lo" 


7 diame 
brag houlder 
Rear shoulder r 


teering factor 
Other details 


Ratt 


rte 


Chevrolet Bel Air 
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Chevrolet 210 Six with overdrive 
A (Tentative) 


Chevrolet 210 Six with overdrive. $1902 tor Casoline mileage under test conditions 


m 40 to 60 mp. 


?2.1 m.p.g. in overdrive (17.9 m.p.g. in third 


both very good 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


e transmission vhich changes 


list price including federal excise tax of $134 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Equipment on car tested: Heater. radio 


to 1 rear ixle ratio 
ipproximatel sin 


Acceleration times from pt ctorily except fo 
trom 20 to 50 m.p.l 12.0 sex from 40 t 
1O.8 sex These figures were obtained in 
vith overdrive locked out and are better t 
" tained wi the standard rear is 


to 1 with the latter. the car 


Ford V-8 Customline 
CHEVROLET 210 SIX SPECIFICATIONS A (Tentative) 


Engine Ford V-8 Customline $1920 (fact 
6 ylinder ve-if includiu y federal ex | { Si4] Heater nad 
Bore, 3.5625 , detroster. $78 radw wate tranem 
$180 
jerec aa 
er j fa 
9a f i ga 
or and the —Nhev et V 
CR’S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Equipment on car tested: | d 
ind heater 
Chassis, etc 


7 Acceleretion times | 
ee _nevroie 


from 0 to OO n 


Other details 11.4 sex fr 


Ratter y 19, cs better thar 


yasoline tank: 164 Ford V-& equipped th a 


MippInNG weig 
ro weight rte 4 53 ni Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
e than aver , 16.6 m.p.6 cert ts wel fer 


ird transm ! 


Table |—-Comparison of the Higher Priced V-8 Models of 
Chevrolet, Ford Plymouth and Lowest Priced Buick (all with Automatic Transmissi: 


Chevrolet Bel Air Ford Fairlane Plymouth Belvedere 


$2184 $2215 
115 115.5 
197 198.5 
3745 3655 


4400 rpm 162 at 4400 rpm . it 4400 1 


WO ow | ; 1.5 sex 
60 ww 14.4 sex 
20 fo St) mi 7 B.5 sex 
4) to 60 m. DA 7 7B sex 


ne mileage at j : 16.3 mp2 
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Riding comfort was fairly good, but not outstanding 
Expansion joints on concrete roads were very FORD V.8 CUSTOMLINE 


noticeable in the ride The general behavior on the 


road and stability on curves were very good. Steer- SPECIFICATIONS 


ing was satisfactory 
Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p.h Vv arrangement, overhead véive 


. - str 7 2ir 
actual speed was 19.5 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 32.5 7: 


a Piston displacement: 2735 
at 50 m.p.h., 45.5. Odometer was inaccurate b Brake horsepower (rated 
about 5% (100 miles recorded as 105 miles) 130 at 4200 rpm. in 19% 
laxable hor epower 472 

OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 2mpression ratio 

Jai-type choKe 
Crankcase oi! capacity: 5 at 
- - il titer: tull-tlow type available at extra cost 
ratio from 7.2 to 1 to 7.6 to 1 Ihe brake area : tem: § at. with heate 


The rated horsepower of the V-4 has been increased 


this year from 130 to 162, and the compression 
has been increased from 174 sq. in. to 192 sq. in 

Instruments were well arranged and better than Chassis. etc. 
most cars in being well identified and well lighted 

The transparent plastic hood covering the speed 

ometer, which CR last year considered of doubtful 

value—since under some conditions it reduced the 

readibility of the speedome ter has been continued 


as have also the undesirable omission of the am J 
Fordomatic) 


y 


meter and oil pressure gauge and use of red. warning 
res’ 6./0 x 


lights instead \ large transmission hump in the 
Brake area: 19% 

floor of the front compartment makes for uncon p ) pe 

rane ta 

fortable riding for the center passenger in the front 

seat An undesirable feature is in the possibilit 

that either front door may be opened accidental! 

by a person knee The heater controls were 

relativel simple to operate Fresh-air intal 


low on front, which is definitely undesirable Head 


room, front and rear, good Visibility, front and Other details 


rear, good (all 4 fenders are in view for ease in Ratt 


parking), but the windshield wiper coverage wa 
considered somewhat inadequate in that it did 
not extend sufficiently far to the left of the driver 

line of forward vision The trunk space was ace 

quate, but high lip made loading and unloading 
somewhat difficult Decal on the inside door of the 
glove compartment gives grades of oil to use and 
tire inflation pressures; this is an excellent feature 


that all makers should adopt 





bkord Custon 
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Ford V-8 Fairlane 
A (Tentative) 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 

Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 4.8 se 
from 0 to 60 m.p.h., 14.4 sec.; from 20 to 50 

8.5 sec.: from 40 to 60 m.p.h 7.8 sex \l 


about the same as the Chevrolet V-4 Powerg! 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions: at 
16.3 m.p.g., not as good as the Cherro 
only slightly better than the Plymouth 


other comments, see the Ford V-4 Custo 


Buick Special Dynaflow 
A-— (Tentative) 
Buick Special Dynaflow. $2449 (factor 
Radi 
heater and defroster, $82; power brakes, $39 
steering, $107.50 


Like last year's model, a satisfactory car for 
desire a heavier car than the Ford, Plymouth, 
and who drive mostly on good reasonably 
The Buick’s main disadvantages are its relative 
qualities on rough roads and its too high steerir 
many turns of the steering whee/ required 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Equipment on car tested: /) yna/low transmi 


teering, power brakes, radio, and heatet 


Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 6.0 
0 to 60 m.p.h., 17.6 sec from 20 to 

sen from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 9.1 se 

than the Plymouth, but not as good as 


\’-& or Ford V-& (both with automatic tr 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 
17.3 m.p.g fairly good for a 


ve ight 


Riding comfort was very good on smooth road 
there was considerable bounce on uneven roa 
effect believed to be characteristic of the coi 


type of rear suspension used on this car The 


steering ‘| if ) many turns ! 
the steen i me if was good 
Speedometer erron © ionally large 
indicatec peed ! ! ( al speed 
$5 m.p.l 
Odometer a! was ver’ 
of about 10° 100 miles re 
The Buick had approximately 


rye speedometer and odometer errors last 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 


This year the rated horsepower with Dynaflow 


transmission has been increased from 150 at 4200 


rpm. to 188 at 4800 rpm However, the maximun 
torque at 2400 rpm shows only a small increas 
from 240 to 256 ft. Il The compression ratio ha 
heen raised from 8.1 to l tau 8.4 to 1. With this 25° 
increase in rated horsepower, and the strongly fea 
tured new irla pat Dynaflow transmission, it 
was expected thi performance would 
be much improved ‘ ly on the car tested | 

CR. the acceleration y ‘ about 10° 
that of the 1954 me ume that the “new / 


‘ better thar 
tanktul of gasoline 
saving due to the nev 
id scoot cu}? d rithy 
tat com tant epeed hor 
the Buseck Special 
nuleage as last 
were identihied 
wht on the 
but wa 
iwhting 
on humy in 
um hemht, and ther 
lhis problen 
Lum { the large 
to be faced by the 
later und it ma 
uture the ts 


of the car 


sxitl mM ett 


vl (desrabl 
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BUICK SPECIAL DYNAFLOW 
SPECIFICATIONS 
Engine 
8 cylinders in “V arrangement, valve-in-head 
Bore, 7625 iv stroke, 3.2 if 
Piston displacement: 964 cu. ir 
Brake horsepower (rated): 188 at 4800 rpm 
Taxable horsepower: 42.05 


Compression ratio’ 8.4 to 1 with Dynaflow (requir 
premium gasoline) (7.5 > 1 with standard 


transmission) 
Cylinder head: cast iror 
Automatic choke 
Crankcase oi! capacity 6 at 


j 


il filter: fulltlow 


f 


a 

Chassis, etc 
Wheelbase 199 if 
Over-all lenath: 206 5 ir 
Width: 76 
Height 60 


Gear ratio o 1(3.9 to 1 with standard trar 


mission) 
Engine revolutions per mile 9700 (29995 
standard transmission) 


Tires: 7.10 x 15 tubele (overloaded) (7.60 «x 


optiona overloaded) 

Brake area’ 185 sq. ir 

Brake factor: 40 

Frame: channel side members channe 
cross member 

Minim im road clearanc e 673 

Turning diameter: 41.5 ft 

Front shoulder room: 58 ir 

Rear shoulder room: 57 


Steering factor: 5.1 with power 


Other details 


Battery: 12-volt 60-amp -hr 

Gasoline tank: 19 gal 

Windshield wipers’ vacuum type 
Shipping weight: 3860 Ib 

Curb weight of car tested: 4192, 54 


MILES PER GALLON 


FORD V6 WITW foRDOMmATK - ——— ~ / 


nrmeum v4 ww rome —/ 1 


MALES PER HOUR 





ooling system 90 7t with heater and Dynatiow 





pump of 1954 to provide power braking when the 
engine stalled or dropped below 300 rpm. has been 
disc ontinued and a reserve vacuum tank substituted 
which provides for only about two power applications 
of the brakes soon after the engins Visibility 
front and rear good all 4 fenders c: seen | the 
driver—an aid in parking Leg t was adequats 
both front and rear Headroom was satisfactory it 
the front but inadequate in the rear some danger 
of heads of tall rear-seat passengers striking the toy 
of the metal rear window frame if the car should be 
tarted up suddenly or pass over a bad bump Ihe 
Dynaflow transmission operated satisfactorily Ihe 
trunk space was adeq li 
mpartment on the itis 
nded tire pressure grades 
transmission and nstruc 
ur \ sticker in the trunk gi 


pressures and instructions for 


Plymouth Belvedere V-8 PowerFlite 
B+ (Tentative) 
Plymouth Belvedere V-8 PowerFlite. $2235 (fa 
tory list price including federal excise of $155 
Radi Siu heater and def 


Flite transmissix $189 


This car is considered le 
the Ford and Chevrolet V-8 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 
Equipment on car tested: Radio, hea 
ing, PowerFlite transmissiot 
Acceleration times from 0 to 30 0 

0 to 60 m.p.h., 19.4 se from 

a from 40 to 60 m.p.1 10.0 


much below Ford V-4 and CC) ; 


Gasoline mileage under test conditions 

15.7 m.p.g. (not very good 

Riding comfort was good The nde was softer 
Ford and Chevrolet, but the car did not handle so 

on curve Power steering with which this car wa 
equipped required extremel ittie efliort to operate 


ion: CR agai 


too little for safe handling, in our opit 


questions the desiralulity of power steering fi 


lighter cars 


Speedometer errors: at indicated speed « 
actual speed was 19 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p 


m.p.h., 47. Odometer was inaccurate by 
100 miles recorded as 103 miles 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 
The new \V-8 engine is rated at 157 | " ‘ 
than Ford and Chevrolet, but another engine with a 


larger bore rated at 167 hp will be 


parently at no extra cost, for those who desire a 


Plymouth of higher power. Over-all length has beet 


Graph shows miles per gallon of gasoline al constant speeds 
ranging from 20 to 60 miles per hour. The several cars 
shown had V-8 engines 
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increased so that the Plymouth is now 6 
than the Ford and 8 in. longer than Chevr 
brake area has been increased from 158 to 16¢ 


PLYMOUTH BELVEDERE P-27 V-8 
POWERFLITE SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine 
& cylinders in v arrangement, overhead 
Bore, 3.44 i" stroke, 3.25 ir 
Piston displacement 
Brake horsepower 
Taxable horsepower 
Compression ratio 
Cylinder head as 
Automatic choke 
Crankcase oi! capacity: 5 
Wii fiiter: partiai-fiow type 
Cooling system (pressure type 


Chassis, etc. 
Wheelbase: 115 
Over-al! length 
n 1954 

Width: 74.5 ir 

Height: 60 in 

Gear ratio 754 to 1 
transmission) 

Engine revolutions per TL 9650 
standard transmission) 

Tires: 6.70 x 15 tubeless (overloaded) 

Brake area 166 sq. in 

Brake factor: 40 

Frame: double channel box section side ra 
cross members 

Minimum road clearance indesirat 

Turn ng diameter 40.5 ft 

Front shoulder room: 58 

Rear shoulder room 

Steering factor 5 with power steering 


Other details 
Battery: 6-volt 
Uesoline tank 
Windshield wipers 
Shipping weight: (3390 
Curb weight of car tested: 3571 
about average for today s car 


} rhe instrument panel 
was not well arranged; oi! pressure and water tem 
perature gauges were located far to the night, out of 
the driver's mal held of vision: shift and other 
controls were i ninated (they should be Ihe 

Powerklite transmission 

is located on the 
simple to operate the 
particulal udvantage 
cated as hitherto on the steering 
There ar id reflections in the windshield at 
night The turn signals have only one indicating 
light, and the driver does not thus have the desirable 
check from the panel light, that he is signaling cor 
rectly h mn ht is operated trom the mght 
hand fros , oni nvenient The large 
transmis ! ntl loor of the tro 
ment mak«e t | riding for the center 
passenger i t ‘ Ihe heater ntrols 
were unduly complicated, and the owers were vet 
musy at higt setting Phere onsiderable wind 
noise at the higher speeds when the side ventilator 
(“butterfly”) windows were closed This, however 
may have been due to the wing rain deflector a 
cessories with which this car was equipped Fresh 
air inlet at the cowl (desirabl Visibalit front 
and rear, good Headroom at the front, satisfactor, 
but inadequate at the rear Heads « if passengers 
are in close proximity to the top o ve metal reas 
window frame, which involve hazard of 
injury in case of a sudden start or in passing over a 
bad bump The car was not weather-tight mad 


rain leaks i v¢ front compartment The accelera 


tion performance of this car was disappointing in all 


ranges in comparison with the ford V-4 and Che 
V-4 I he engine races to an tionalble 
at high peeds particular! vyhen kicked 

low gear All in all, the PowerF lite trans 
judged to be definitely k rable in pert 
than most other automat Missor 

seat adjustment w difflicu opera te 1 bee 
sy ae was ver' ! } a high hi 
opening, making un f iding incor 

i M ited on the 


The gas filler pips 
Car While this arrangement in 


Plymouth Belvedere 
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space in the trunk (the filler pipe is behind the spare 
tire), there would be less confusion and delay a 


; 


service stations if the pipe were at the usual locatior 


on the left side of the car 


Studebaker Champion DeLuxe 

B+ (Tentative) 

Studebaker Champion DeLuxe with automaty 
‘transmission. $2077 (factory list price including 
federal excise tax of $146 








A good car of pleasing appearance for town or city use 
With the automatic transmission, the engine seemed to be 
slightly underpowered, but we believe that the car if bought 
with a standard transmission would be found satisfactory for 
most drivers The percentage depreciation is relatively 
low (only slightly more than that of the Ford and Chevrolet 


CR'S FINDINGS ON ROAD TESTS 

Equipment on car tested: automatic transmission, heat 
er, hill holdes 

Acceleration times from 0 to 30 m.p.h., 6.4 sec.; from 
0 to 60 m.p.h., 25.3 sec.; from 20 to 50 m.p.h., 14.2 
sec.; from 40 to 60 m.p.h., 14.6 se 
better than the 1954 model (which was equipped 
with overdrive and a 4.56 to | rear axle ratio) in th 
20 to 50 m.p.h. range but not as good in the 40 to 60 


somewhat 


m.p.h. range 

Gasoline mileage under test conditions: at 50) m-.p.h 
20.8 m.p.g. (last year’s car gave 23.2 m.p.g. with 
overdrive, 19.1 m.p.g. when overdrive was not 
operative) 

Riding comfort was in general quite good; one drive: 
however, found the driver's seat uncomfortable 
causing backache on a long trip. Some road shock 
felt at the steering wheel on rough roads. The ca: 
handled well on curves and steered easily 
Speedometer errors: at indicated speed of 20 m.p.! 
actual speed was 19 m.p.h.; at 35 m.p.h., 33; at 
50 m.p.h., 46.5. Odometer was inaccurate by about 
6°, (100 miles recorded as 106 miles) 


OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Externally, the Champion is about the same as last 
year, except for appearance change at the front end 
Studebaker 1 one of the makes that has not gone iv 


for the wraparound windshields (which, in our opin 
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STUDEBAKER CHAMPION DELUXE 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Engine 
der i head 
trowe, 4-3/8 
displacement. 186 cu 
rsepower (rated 
9 4000 ron 
laxable horsepower 
»mpression ratio’ 7.§ 
ylinder head. cast iror 
Automatic choke 
rankcase capacit 
rite partia!-fiow type 
ng system pre re 


with neater 


Chassis, etc 
Wheelbase 
ver-all length 
Width: 705 ir 
Height’ 59.8 ir 
ear ratio 41 to ! th automat 
transmission 

Fngine revolutions per mile 7160 (2730 with 
automatic transmissior 

lire 6.40 x 15 tubeless (overloaded 

brake area 166 sq 

Brake factor. 47 

frame box sectior - ro member 


Minimum road clearar 


na diameter $y 


nouider r« 
fact 


Other details 
Battery: 6-volt 100-ame 
Gasoline tank: 18 gal 
Windshield wipers’ vacuu 
hippinge weieht: 2805 It 
weight of car tested 7068 it 
t normal tor today s car 


ot re on the whole undesirable, and will cost mor: 
vhen replacement is required) rhe engine's rated 
horsepower has been increased from 85 to 101 chiefly 
by increasing the piston displacement from 170 t 
186 cu. in., but the car is still considered somewhat 


(Continued on paige 23 


Sludebaker 
Champion Del are 





Who Needs a Hearing Aid? 


XAMINATION ot the eves and fittin 


glasses to correct defective vision is re 
garded generally as a routine health measure 
and in spite of the famous remark that men 
seldom make passes at girls who wear glasses 
there is little social resistance to wearing them 
Hearing aids, on the other hand, seem to be re 
garded as something of a mystery, and as not 


quite socially acceptable Advertisements of 
particular makes place considerable emphasis on 
how inconspicuous they are in use. In this elec 

tronic age, there is no reason why a hearing aid 
should not be regarded as a scientific instrument 
as fully acceptable in any company as a tele 

phone receiver or any electronic device such as a 
radio or television receiver Indeed, the com 
ponent parts of a hearing aid are similar in man 

respects to those in a modern radio set 

an amplifying sys 
tem which makes all sounds louder The day ol 
the truly selective hearing aid, exactly adapted 
to the hearing defect of its user, is not in sight 
An aid cannot be fitted to the individual's degree 


or type of loss of hearing with the definiteness 


The aid is essentially just 


and precision of eyeglasses shaped and ground 
accurately, as can usually be done, 


Indeed, there 


to correct 
for the eves’ deficiencies in seeing 
are cases where loss of hearing cannot be su 
cessfully compensated for by the use of am 
hearing aid 

In some localities, school children are given 
audiometric tests regularly as part of an over-all 
physical examination. Where some loss of hear 
ing is indicated, the patient is referred to the 
family physician for a further checkup 

The use and interpretation of the audiometer 
an instrument for testing hearing loss quantita 
requires a considerable degree of expert 
ness. One skilled worker in the field has pointed 
out that a weighted average of a child's hearing 
is not the most effective method of evaluating a 
It is a little like reporting a ¢ hild’s 


tively, 


hearing loss 
grade as 70 percent by averaging 90 in English 


and 50 in arithmetic. An average as it is some 


times used is simply a convenient releré 


which has its application in certain types 
dw 


Furthermore, a pure tone 


legal cases 
gram is not always an eflective technique to 
determining whether an adult can use a hear 
aid, because it does not take into account his 
ability in interpretation of actual speech sound 


The audiogram or chart record of the results of 


an instrumental hearing test is useful to a hea 


ing research center im determining whether 


patient has nerve deatness, bone deatness, o1 
mixed impairment of hearing 
helpful if 


periodic checkup of their hearing, just as man 


It would be idults would have 


now have a general physical examination and 
regular checkups of their eves and teeth. The 
loss of hearing is often a phenomenon of ad 
vancing years and sometimes is so gradual in its 
that the 
impairment ol his perception and discrimination 


Many thei 


hearing deficiencies and make an effort at com 


approach person is unaware of the 


ot sounds people try to iwnore 


pensation by concentrating on the lips of the 


person talking and watching facial expressions 


closely, The, will tend to ivoid group oon 


versation and parties because of the difficult) 
a number of people are 


direct i! 


ot understanding what 


saying when the speakers are not 
their line of vision 

Alter there is an awareness of the problem, an 
otologist should be consulted This is the spre 
cialist in the medical field who is an expert on 
the dis 


He cli iwnoses the 


hearing problems in general, including 
eases and anatomy of the ear 
ailment or impairment, but his skills need to b 
supplemented by technicians in the electronics 
held in solving the problem of which hearing aid 
will be best suited toa pat nts part ular ne eds 
An otologist can often be located by inquiry ol 
the family doctor, consulting the local hospital! 
or checking the qualifications of near-by doctors 
listed in the big directory of physicians published 


by the Medica! 


available at libraries or 


American (Association olten 


large hospitals The 


otologist will diagnose and treat any intectio 
particular 


factor 


present and determine the 


hearing impairment, an important 


determining how effective a hearing aid is like 
to be in a parti ular case Some pe ype 
loss Cannot s il 


Where the ners 


no hearing whate 


certain type of hearing 


results from a hearing aid 


loss 18 so severe that there is 
because there is no auditor ierve perception 
ud cannot, of course, make hearing possi 


in some cases the um polati ition sound 


hearing aid will be « 


that the intensit ol certaim sounds will 


vided by i wive 


bearable to the user particular! in the « 


i person who has a slight loss up to a certai 


POINT And Whose hea4rifiy toss i NCTCASECS SNA DH 
int iwl | yl th har} 
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When the higher lrequencies ol speech are not 


well heard, such sounds as s, ch, and t are poor!y 


perceived, and this of course greatly interferes 
with the discrimination of words in conversations 
and others 


and in listening to lecturers, teachers, 


This is 
the curves in Figure 1, which illustrates this type 
Note that if the amplificatior 
128 


more easily understood by referring t 


loss 


ol he aTiiiw 


were uniform, or approximately so, from 


cycles per second to over 8000 it would make the 


sounds in the range of 128 to 1024 much too loud 


because the hearing loss in that region ts slight 


or insignijicant. It is helpful to compare Figure 


1 with Figure 2, which illustrates a hearing loss 


more easily corrected by a hearing aid 


Some idea of the range in degrees of hearing 


loss can be secured from studying the chart pre 


pared by the Committee on Hearing of the Na 


Heariny 
Bureau 


15 cents, 


printed in 


National 


tional Research Council 
\ids, by Edith L. R. ¢ 
of Standards Circular 534, available at 
from the Superintendent of Documents, Wash 
1.4 Keep in mind that the scale 
to hearing take 


the use ol a hearing 


or 118s, 


ington 25, 
refers solely ind does not into 
consideration competence in 
aid, ability at lip reading, et 
After the 


hearing aid 


that a 
eftlective 


determined 
the 


to make an appoint 


otologist has 


will be useful most 


procedure for the patient is 


ment at an audiology or hearing aid center to 


trv out a number of different makes rather than 


to go directly to the salesroom of any parti ular 


company. here are many factors to be con 


uid \ 


i con 


sidered in selecting an effective hearing 


good audiology center, of which there are 
throughout the countr’ 


siderable number 


the 


larger cities, will give the patient a complete 
determine the imount ol 
uid to make 
the loss of hearing, and a speech interpretation 
the 


iudiometri« test to 


power needed in a particular up for 


test which will provide some measure ol 
will 


both 


patient's memory of sounds. The center 


also arrange to make individual molds for 
that 


utmost the ear 


fitted 


loose permits feedbac k to occur W hu h may Cause 


ears It is of importance 


mold be properly since one which is too 


i loud squealing sound, and one that fits the ear 
Ihe 


out 


will be uncomfortable center 
the 


he arity 


too tightly 


| 


will also enable patient to try 


uids without regard to size 
shan or that he ma 
himself which one he likes and finds most effe 
the 


number of 


price, so determine for 


tive and in which ear he gets best speech 


5 ilesroom ol 


uid he 


perception Then he can go to the 
that particular make and purchase the 
has selected without sales pressurs 

Vhe different t 


ol he 


‘ he« king 


pes 


that 


importance ot 
iudiolog. centet is 


ol the 


iring aids at an 


such a center does not sell any aids it uses 


and hence will not have reason to push any par 


ticular make or model, or argue for am par 


ticular type of response characteristic in the aid 


The salesman, on the other hand, obviously will 


try to influence the patient to use his particular 
make and he will likely paint its particular talk 


ing points and advantages in glowing terms 


Scale of Degrees of Hearing Loss 


(Prepared by the Commitlee on Hearing of the 


N.B cla efine ecibel earing for speech 


i il ' 
sudiomett 


ated] ror ‘ ' : 
hearing | ‘ t SO). 1000. and 200 « | ' i. or at $12. 1024 


Class Vame Lo 


Not more 


Normal 


More 


in enher eat 


normal than 


than 


Mild impairment More 
tf 


in Deller ear 


More 


in Deller ear 


Serious impairment 


More 


in 


Severe 


binpairine nt 


hbetler eat 


Profound impairment lore 


lotal loss of hearing in ¢ 


lor speect 


than 15 in worse 


15 but not 


3) but not 


than 45 but not 


than 60 but not more 


than 90 in better ear ( 


Vational Research Council) 
1048 cles per secon 
ild be 


wit! ‘ 


A person sh 
verage value 
ai ny one of tl 


1 dé 


tjoth ears within normal limits 


difficulty with faint speecl 


more Has difficult with faint 


Has difficulty with norma 


not with loud speec! 


than 45 


moore 


more than 60 Has difficulty even with 


than 90 Can hear onl i 


amy} 


annot understand even 


speech 


Cannot hear any sound 
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which at times may have little to do with the 
practical realities of the user's needs. Further 
more, a fitting in the salesroom will undoubted! 
be made under favorable conditions in a testing 
room which is quiet and has no distracting cir 
cumstances of any kind This is a situation 
that does not prevail in actual use where th 
wearer will be surrounded with all kinds of ex 
traneous noises that will be picked up and mag 
fied along with the speech sounds. Further: 


salesmen are often trained in aggressive 


HEARING LOSS IN DECIBELS 


and will perhaps tend to misrepresent and « 

state the performance of their particula: 
Experts in the held have pointed out 

“high-fidelity” reproduction of sound by eal — ' —o 


ing aid is not lwavs desired by the individ 
FREQUENCY IN CYCLES PER SECOND 
patient Hearing loss over the vears n 





the absence of certain frequencies in the sou 
about i hard-ol nearing person seem ¢ if Figure I tudiogran 
rere deafness vw a pers 
al higher frequencies 
the hard of hear ru have become accustome - rn 

Right ear response 


toler ible or even desirable ind ih Some ¢ 


a limited range and may preter a relativel broken line 


quiet world in which they do not hear so m 


and such varied or piercing sounds. Som« 
that a hearing aid unduly accentuates 
sounds other than speech and it is speech 
course that they really need most to hear wel 
With a hearing aid, there ts no sense of dir 
tion of sound. and the patient hears all sound 
within his range Normal hearing is binaural 
but a hearing aid transmits sound only through 
one ear, although there is some experimentatio 


on in the using of an aid in each ear 


#2eseaeeeeezeeae 


yoiny 


The problem of rendering a hearing aid 


HEARING LOSS IN DECIBELS 


COnspicuous which Some people consider TTL pt 
tant, is a handicap in fitting an aid that 


the most eflective, tor the size of the iten 
o4 046 


limits the mount ol power provide | 
that should be determined by the exten FREQUENCY IN CYCLES PER SECOND 





hearing loss Thus, in the case of severe 


small aid may be relatively ineffective Figure 2 bdioars 


siderable progress is being made in improving deafness) of a person u 
the effectiveness of small aids Right ear response 
In addition to taking the proper steps eranen line 
determine the most effective aid for his need 
the prospective purchaser should not overlo 
certain other considerations \ hearing aid is little 
delicate instrument that is pretty sure to the aid 
periodic servicing and repair It is desirable 
select one which has an established represe where appot 
tive near by for battery supplies, who can ind for which 


handle repairs speedily and effectively medical servi 


out if he has a reputation tor prompt ind i the Audiol 


soentious service The initial cost of an aid 1 Infirmar 
some cases may not be the most important up-to-dat 
tor, for there is also the upkeep, including f1 can Heari 


quency of replacement of batteries to consic ton 5, Dut 


with the vacuum-tube aids-——which, howev« number o 
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Household Gloves 


Latex, Synthetic Rubber, Plastic 


protect your hands during housework 


HERE is searcely any cleaning operation 

around the house that isn’t hard on the 
hands, unless gloves are worn to protect them. 
Many women refuse to wear gloves because of 
the nuisance of putting them on and taking them 
off, perhaps several times each day. However 
once the objection to the on-and-off process is 
overcome and the wearer gets used to the feel 
of the gloves, even the dirtiest of jobs can be 
done without leaving their mark on the hands 
Such chores as dishwashing, hand laundering, 
scrubbing, and other work requiring use of deter 
gents and water, particularly synthetic deter 
gents, where the hands are kept in hot water 
frequently or for long periods, will cause the 
hands to become rough and reddened, and even 
sore, unless protective gloves are worn. Dusting 
is likewise hard on the hands because dust and 
dirt find their way into the pores of the skin, 
making it necessary to wash and scrub the 
hands oftener and more thoroughly. The wearing 
of gloves for many household jobs, including 
emptying the vacuum cleaner bag, 


, will be well repaid by 


polishing 
furniture, gardening, et 
the saving of time in the care of the hands and 
nails, as well as by savings in expenditures for 
hand lotions, creams, nail polish, and related 
items. 

When buying household gloves, it is best to 
try them on for size. If this is not practicable, 
select a pair one or two sizes larger than dress 
gloves so that they will not be so small as to be 
annoying or hinder normal circulation of the 
blood. Besides, a glove of adequate size can be 
slipped on and off more easily, and this makes 
for longer life. The gloves should not be so 
large, however, as to be clumsy and interfere 
with free use of the hands. The wrist part 
should be long enough to exclude water or other 
liquids in a dish pan, sink, or pail. Excessive 
stiffness of the glove material is undesirable, 


as the constant effort required to flex stiff gloves 
can be tiring to the fingers 

While the gloves are not usually an expensive 
item initially, frequent replacement of gloves 
because of lack of care can be quite expensive 
(Gloves, particularly those made of rubber, should 
be cleaned after each use. and thev should not 
be dried over heat or exposed to the sun. If you 
are one who likes gloves that fit snugly, you 
should dust them with talcum powder after each 
use to lessen the strain of slipping them on and 
off The new synthetic rubber materials, such 
as neoprene, resist cleaning fluids, waxes, oils 


yrease, acids, and sunlight these chemicals 
attack gloves made of rubber, causing them to 
become sticky, and weak, and perhaps to crack 

To give satisfactory service, household gloves 
should have high tensile strength, and should be 
resistant for a long time to oxidation, the action 
of hot water, and deterioration from animal and 
vegetable fats 

To determine which gloves could be expected 
to serve best under general conditions in the 
home, CR purchased samples of 20 different 
brands made of latex rubber, neoprene, and plas 
tic and put them through a series of tests. The 
gloves were tested for their resistance to deter 
gents, to warm fats, to snagging, and change in 
properties due to aging Length, weight, and 
thickness of the gloves were also measured 

All the latex rubber gloves showed appreciabk 
swelling when subjected to warm oils or fats 
The neoprene gloves swelled only slightly, while 
the plastic gloves shrank and became stiff and 
hard. In the snagging test, thickness of the 
glove material! played a large part, and only three 
gloves were found relatively low in resistance 
to snagging. The gloves varied considerably in 
tensile strength before 
very low 900 pounds per square inch of cross 
section of the test sample for the Cyra/on plastic 


aging, ranging from a 
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glove to 5000 pounds per square inch for the 
Amber-plus latex rubber glove. The latex | 
tensile streneth ind 


ibber 
vloves showed superior 
elongation; their strength averaged 4000 to 5000 
pounds per square inch. Neoprene gloves had 
tensile strengths nearer 2000 pounds per bare 
1m h 

From the st indpoint of comtort, gloves must 
fit reasonably well. Size markings ol household 
gloves apparently mean little, as was observed 
from the wide variations within the groups of 
gloves marked Large and those marked Mediun 
lhe over-all lengths of the gloves marked Large 
ranged from 10% inches to 12% inches, and 
those marked Medium ranged trom 10% in 


Thus it is very evident tl 


to 134% inches at 
household gloves should be actually tried on, not 
merely purchased by the marked size he 
majority of the glove fingers were found to be 
too short, and the length of the fingers didn't 
iominal 
size ot the glove Medium 


and middle fingers were particularly 


seem to be related partic ularly to the 
whether Large or 
The fore 
likely to be unduly short. 
sured about 444 to 4% inches. Another impor 
tant factor in comfort is the weight A glove 
such as the Biluettes which weighed 132 grams 
may become quite tiresome to some persons if 
Similarly, the Rub-a 


In width, most mea 


worn for long periods 
Dub mitt, weighing 212 grams, would likely) 
become uncomfortable after being worn for a 
time. The remaining gloves ranged from 41 to 
94 grams 

Ratings are based on the results of the 
conducted, as well as on various featur 


sidered to ofier advantages to the user 


The above Poult Pia illustrates the differences in length of several household gloves 
uf, P 


Klingwell, Turn C 


A. Recommended 


Lanolized Klingwell The B 
Akron, Ohio RH 
srround set bingers may 
mr stl 
St. Regis The Wilson Rubber ¢ Canton, Ohio 
79 latex Should give good all-around service 
Fingers may be somewhat short and narro 


persons 


Shure-Hold 
Ohio 1% Latex 


ere somewhat short 


Setherling Latex Products (: 


4 good glove except t 


The following glo es were found to have 
minor faults and are therefore considered shehtly im 


ferior to the preceding three brand: 


Pretty Products. In (Coshocton, Chun 


Amber-plus 
§% Surgeon-type glove Latex \ 


except that aging properties were below average 
Fingers were somewhat short 


DuBarry Made in England 


and department stores) 9% 


ivailable in drug, chain 
Latex Sueded” inner 


finish Tensile strength was only fair Performance 


was otherwise satisfactory, except glove material 


was somewhat stiff. Lining had tendency to become 
mildewed after it had become \ ( s not then 
dried 

Ebonettes The Pioneer Rubber Co 6% Neo 
prene \ good glove except somewhat thin and a 
trifle slippery when dry Tensile strengt! 
fair 

Neo- Rex 
Ne opre re 


‘ for i round pert ma ‘ | 


Distributed by Rexall Drug ¢ 


lensile strength was only fair 


omew hat 
Wearever Swirl Grip 


‘ " 
tehliancd, (dhe \1 


iy? 


Lait to right: Cyraton, Swiri Grip 


layter glove, Playter Mitt, and Rub-a-Dub Mitt 
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also Sears Roebuc k's Cat 
Latex 


4500, 50c, plus postage: 
No. 8—2413, 55« 
strength, fair 


plus postage rensile 


B. Intermediate 


Bluettes (The Pioneer Rubber Co., 101 Tiffin Rd 
Willard. Ohio) $1.39 


lined Tensile strength was low; 


\ neoprene glove, cotton 
general perform 
ance in other tests was good The gloves were some 
what stiff 


would be undesirable for some users 


and fingers were much too short, which 

There is a pos 
sibility that a slight amount of blue dye can rub off 
the glove under some conditions 

Cyraton (The Rice Mfg. Co., Van Nuys, Calif.) 55« 


) 
Plastic, 


thin. Tensile strength lowest of group tested. Per 


without lining Material was somewhat 


formed well in other tests although considered a 

trifle slippery when wet. These gloves may eventual 

ly become stiff due to loss of plasticizer, as occurred 

in warm fat test. Should not be used in water at 
high temperatures 

Playtex 
Dover, Del.) 89% 
tensile strength and snag resistance 

Defender (VDistributed by Rexall Drug Co.) 7% 


Playtex Park, 
lined. Had low 


(International Latex Corp 


Latex, fabri 


Latex. Low resistance to abrasion and contact with 
warm fats 


Krinkletex 


Ohio) 5% 
contact with warm fats 


(The Rubber Co., Carrollton, 


Latex 


Surety 


Low resistance to abrasion and 

Fingers were somewhat 
short 

Super Ebonettes 


Neoprene, fabric-like lining 


(The Pieneer Rubber Co.) 98 


Tensile strength, low- 


That Foggy 


A SUBSCRIBER writes that considerable 
improvement in visibility when meeting 
afforded if the 
which forms on the 


oncoming cars at night can be 
film of grease, dust, ete 
inside of the windshield under normal driving 
conditions is carefully cleaned off at least once 
every two to three Removal of the 


cloudy film is particularly important in the win- 


weeks 


ter months when the smoke remains in the car 
for a considerable time, whereas in the summer, 
most of it quickly escapes, with the freer ventila- 
tion permitted during warm weather. (Smoking 
in a car contributes to the forming of this film of 
haze on windshield glass.) 

Our correspondent comments on the poor 
cleaning job on the outsicle of the windshield 


done by the average filling station operator, and 


Turn Cuff The Rubber Co 5% Latex 


Low resistance to snagging and abrasion 


Surety 


Fingers 


were somewhat short. 2-in. cuff « 


in be turned up or 
down as required 
. S. Royal Nailgard 


Providence Kk | } OY 


strength and abrasion resistance 


United States Rubber Ce 
Latex Fair in tensile 

Finger tips have 

recesses for the fingernails; survey of a group of 
wearers indicated that this was not considered a 
feature of practical value 

Velva-Tex (The Faultless Rubber Co 
buck's Cat. No. 8—2416 Two 


Latex, fiber-like 


Sears-Roe 
$1.59, plus 


pairs 


postage lining. Tensile strength 


only fair. Low resistance to snagging and slippery 


when wet 


C. Not Recommended 


Lindaline Micro-Crinkle Pretty Products Co 


6% Latex Poor resistance to abrasion and to 


Lost strength with aging 


Latex Corp 7% 


contact with warm fats 
Playtex Mitt (Internationa! 


fair Poor 


abrasion, and lost strength with aging 


Latex Tensile strength resistance t 


Special mitt 
B. Intermediate 
Rub-a-Dub Mitt (Dean-Vail Corp 
St Paterson 4, N.] $1.35 for single mitt 
“Hand-Washboard” mitt 


material. Low in tensile strengtl Not considered 


175-177 Putnam 
Called 


Sufl plasti 





by the mfr 


practical as a household glove \pparently made in 


one size only which would probably fit most women's 


hands 


Windshield 


says that he relies on a liquid detergent such as 
Joy (approximately 4% teaspoon to a quart of 
water) in the washer reservoir, and on the inside 
he uses a cleaner such as Windex (widely sold by 
grocers, supermarkets, and others) with a clean, 
lintless cloth. (A diaper is said to serve very 
He avoids the use of powder or “brick’ 


likely in 


scratches in the glass and thereby 


well 
cleaners, which are time to cut fine 
increase the 
problem of glare 

In winter months, the 


would not be safe against freezing 


weak solution of Joy 
and if freez 
ing occurs, the container may crack. When using 
the commercial washing solutions sold by dealers 


yuld fill 
juarters full, dur 


for use with the windshield washer, one s' 


the container only about three 


ing cold weather 
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What Is a “Quality” Product? 


an HAT can a consumer do,” asked o 

our subscribers, ‘“‘to see that a n 
facturer stands behind his merchandis« 
appeared that his wife had bought a whit 


sweater with navy blue trim from a reputable 


local shop, and the first time it was washed th 
navy blue ran into the white with most unsightly 
results. The manufacturer, when the difficult 
was brought to his attention, took the position 
that while his company might get back a dozen 


| cases were “‘the fault of the 


garments a year, all 
party who either mistreats the garment such as 
snagging it somewhere, then threads pull 
or in washing it 

The particular sweater in question had been 
hand in lukewarm water 


carefully washed by 


and Jvory soap flakes, according to our sub 
scriber’s report. It was sent to us and we washed 
it in our laboratory according to standard pro 
cedures in lukewarm water and Lux After the 
garment had been rinsed carefully, the excess 
moisture was pressed out by rolling the sweater 
in white Turkish towels, and then it was laid 
out on a dry bath towel with another towel be 
tween the front and the back to hasten the dr 


ing process The wash water and the 


Label reads: 100%, All Wool. Luzerne Knitwear Co 
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water had a noticeable blue color The blue 
dye crocked on the white bath towel as shown 
Although 


Knitwear 


in the accompanying photograph 


the sweater was labeled “Luzerne 
A Quality 


obviously misrepresented in this respect 


Company Product,”’ it was quite 
as the 
average consumer would understand the mean 
ing of the term “quality” in wool knitwear 

Phinking that perhaps the manufacturer had 
received a bad lot of dye or that there had been 
some difficulty in his production process that 
had not been noted ind corrected before a lot of 
merchandise had been shipped to dealers, we 
called the matter to his attention and sent him a 
copys of the photog iph showing the bleeding of 
the blue dye into the sweater. One letter which 
we received from the company in reply was a¢ 
companied by a sweater of the same type that 
was also quite unwearable Che manufacturer 
claimed that this was an example of a garment, 
that had been mistreated by being “thrown into 
a washing machine.” he letter went on to 
stat 

‘Any woman today has had enough experi 
ence or should have had enough expenence to 


know what to do with a wool sweater 


‘A Oualily Product 
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“During 1953 and 1954 we have shipped out 
approximately 1300 dozen of this style garment 
We can honestly say that we did not receive 
back one dozen due to the color running or the 
workmanship. This alone | believe answers the 
question of whether the goods were inferior or 
not. These 1300 dozen went to most of the 
good representative stores in the country 

It struck us as being an odd way to handle one 
consumer's complaint by showing another's 
mishap with a similar 


totally different process, and possibly the lack 


sweater washed by a 
of appropriate response to our letter was ap 
parent to the manufacturer on subsequent reflec 
tion, for a few days later we received a second 
letter asserting that our subscriber obviously 
did not wash the sweater in the manner claimed 
Che writer of the letter ignored completely the 
fact that the navy blue ran as reported when we 
washed it according to accepted methods. Then 
he took a new line of attack as follows 

“| have talked to several women recently in 
reference to this matter because this was the 
first experience we have ever had of anyone 
returning a garment in the condition we received 
this one. I have been informed that any woman 
who knows anything about sweaters does not 
wash a two color proposition. They all agree 
that it should be sent to a dry cleaner.”’ 

It seems not unfair to draw the conclusion 
from these two somewhat confused and slightly 
contradictory that the manufacturer 
himself has no clear idea of the right way to 
clean this particular sweater that he manu 
factured. Apparently, too, he is not familiar 
with the practice adopted by the most forward 
looking manufacturers such as those in the men’s 
shirt field who have a tag “Dry clean only” 
sewn inside the back of the neck of those shirts 
that cannot safely be laundered either by hand 
or in a washer, thus putting the purchaser on 
notice at the lime he is buying the shart. 

Any woman who has not learned to be dis- 
trustful of the labeling of garments in the present 


letters 


state of confusion in the textile trade might be 
pardoned for thinking that a ‘quality product’ 
is one which can be washed safely if reasonable 
care is used, in accordance with accepted meth 
ods for laundering wool sweaters. Unsatisfac 
tory purchases like the one just described are 
often handled to the consumer's satisfaction by 
large and well-established department stores by 
simply refunding the amount of the purchase 
Small independent shops, however, are not likely 
to be in a financial position to do this, especially 
if they have to deal with a considerable number 
of such complaints, and they must therefore 
depend on a manufacturer's integrity to make 
good on an inferior or defective product 

Chere is a growing demand on the part ol 
informed consumers for adequate information 
with uniform terminology on labels, preferably 
Such 
labeling should provide accurate and adequate 
directions on how the garment is to be treated 
\ vardstick 
of performance is now available in American 
Standard L22, for the rayon-acetate field, which 
is being used by conscientious merchandisers to 


on labels that are sewn into the garment 


particularly in the cleaning process 


evaluate certain lines of textiles Steps are also 
being taken under the sponsorship of the Na 
tional Retail Dry Goods Association to develop 
standards of performance for all kinds of textiles 
under the American Standards Association pro 
cedure. It is to be hoped that knitwear will be 
one of the earliest lines to be dealt with in this 
standardization project so that a ‘quality prod 
uct’’ will not be a mere matter of what a manu 
facturer chooses to have the term mean for his 
own convenience and advantage in advertising 
it. Under no circumstances should such a term 
as “quality product" apply to a_ two-toned 
sweater that when carefully washed turns out to 
be so unsightly and unattractive as the one 
illustrated—which most women would regard 
as unwearable except for some such task as 
dusting, garden work, or hanging clothes on 


the line. 


Abridged Cumulative Index of Previous 1955 Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


Month Page 
Radio receivers, “all-wave''|. Jan., 29-30 


Month e 
Appliance testing Jan., 2, 24- 
Appliances, defective, adjust- 
ments 
discount prices 
Automobiles, 19551 
Pontiac and MG 


market prices 
jJan., 4 
Jan., 34 


t 
Don, Mudd Hangers, shelf 


Borle acid, potseoning hazard Jan., 4, 44 
Jan., 4 
" Jan., 3-4 


Jan,., 3 
Jan., 28 


Carpets, tufted, popularit 
Chemical products. ho 


hazards 
Coffee, high prices 
J th and 


Motion picturest 


dationst 





Edirortal each lesue, page 2 


Freezer-food plan vs. super- 


n 
Furniture, informative labeling.. Jan., 4 Refrigerators, automatic de 


Instruments, hospital, possible 
errors 


Paintbrush cleaner | 


Month Page 


Ja each issue 


4 Records, phonographt 


frosting, problem Jan., 4 
Jan.. 36 Saws, electric, portable! Jan., 5-10 
Shirts, men's white dresst Jan., 11-15 
Soup mises, dehydrated, 
Jan., 0 restaurant use Jan., 4 
Jan., 2% 


Table, “wrought tron,"’ TV 
Jan., 4 


each tesue elevision, effect on family life 


Vacuum cleaners?! Jan., 16-20 


timdscates thai listings of names oF brands are 
smcluded 


Jan., 4 


Jan., 4 
Jan., 27-28 


20 « CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN e FEBRUARY, 1955 





Finishing of Western Red Cedar and Redwood 


ITH the increasing use of redwood, red 


cedar, and other ‘“‘natural finished 
woods in the building of modern homes, and 
especially ranch houses, homeowners are much 
interested in the problem of protecting such 
woods from the effects of weathering Un 
fortunately, the red-tinted woods do not keep 
their pleasing reddish tone after they have been 
exposed for a time to rain and sun; at first 
they darken, and then they 
gray. A further difficulty is that transparent 
or other finishes, with which the natural beauty 


through, have a short 


bleach to a soft 


of the wood can show 


life, and must be renewed much more fre 
quently than coatings of house paint. Whereas 
good house paint will last for four years or more 
the so-called natural finishes are likely to need 
renewal once a year or oftener. Even the most 
“natural” finishes may be ex 
from 18 
months to 2 years of severe ex posure Normal 
ly the condition at the end of the period men 
tioned will be such that the finishes may be 
renewed by the application of one coat 

Redwood actually 
protective treatment, as it has a high inherent 
resistance to decay. On the other hand, it will 


lose its red color if not protected, and on that 


durable of the 
pected to require maintenance after 


siding does not require 


account, homeowners are interested in 
some sort of finish that will tend to maintain 


the original color of the wood so far as possible: 


most 


Che clear coatings, which permit the natural 
color of the wood to show through, generally are 
not as durable as the stain-and-clear combina 
tions 
amount ol pigment 
brown iron oxide pigment) are easier to maintai: 


Penetrating coatings that contain a smal! 
(usually a red or reddish 
than are the clear coatings, but do not provitt 
is much protection to the wood. The mor 
heavily pigmented stains begin to approach th 
durability of the exterior paints that are used 
on most houses 

When the coatings containing a pigment ar 
used, the original color of the wood is veiled 
but the 
similar to the natural color of redwood to give 


color of the pigment is sufficient! 
a covering which most people will find satis 
factory 

The surface finish is less affected in sheltered 
parts of the house and in deep shade. If the 


wood is not refinished when it needs treatment 
it begins to turn eray, and finishing again there 
ifter results in a still darker gray tone, and the 
bright original red tint of the wood could be 
brought back only by scraping of sandpapering 
None ot the finishes leave the wood looking as 
it did originally 

so-called natural 
2) the 


wood sealer; and (3) the varnish typ. Che 


There are three types ol 


finishes 1) those of the oil type 


oil finishes have the lowest degree of gloss 
but darken the natural color of the wood more 
than other finishes Phe oil finishes are best 
in dry climates; they are often sold under the 
name of “log oils’ or “log cabin oils 


darken the 


less than the oil, but, if the surface of the wood 


he sealer finishes usually wood 


is not Ww iped off betore the sealer becomes too dt 


to be wiped, a glossy surface will result Dire 
tions for the wood sealers often fail to indicat 
excess materia 


the importance of wiping off 


that is not promptly absorbed by the surface 
Che user, therefore, may end up with the effect 
ol a varnish finish when he meant to avoid this 


Varnish 


appreciable thickness which most 


loss coating ol 


finishes make a 
people who 
have redwood siding will not care for Var 
nishes have the disadvantage that in refinishing 
the walls, it is necessary to apply varnish ever 

renewal of the coating 


Hard varnish 


finishes, which fail by flaking or cracking, are 


where, even though 


is needed only on some parts 
on the whole, not satisfactory for exterior wood 
work, and when the condition of the coating 
becomes bad, it is almost impossible to restore 


without 


the wood to its original appearance 


complete removal of the old varnish, which is a 
difficult and expensive job. Soft varnish: 
either alone or in conjunction with tras 
asntisiactor 


stains, ar imong the more 


ural”’ finishes. They fail by erosion and require 
little surface preparation when refinishing be 
Comes necessa©' 

Common iron nails present a problem with 
ind chestnut 


Wood 


ilways be secured 


wood slic h as redwood ced il ob 


in that they may cause black stains 


work of this type should 


with nails, screws, or other fastenings of cor 


rosion-resistant material, if a natural finish is 


to be used Any hardwaré to be fastened to 
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the wood should also be corrosion-resistant 
and made of well-galvanized iron, cadmium 
plated iron, aluminum, zinc or stainless steel 
in order to avoid unsightly stains. Aluminum 
nails are the most satisfactory for attaching 
exterior siding. For all exterior siding, the best 
results are achieved with what are called siding 
nails, except for the 4- or 6-inch tongue and 
groove boards, which are usually blind-nailed, 
using finishing nails. 
commonly used are 6- and 8-penny, depending 
upon the thickness and width of the boards. 
One general rule is to have at least 1% inch 


The sizes of nails most 


penetration into the stud, or the stud and 


sheathing toyether 

Discoloration of wood may also occur from 
use of a spirit varnish that has been kept in a 
rusty container. When the wood is to be a nat- 
ural finish, nail holes should be filled with a 
type of filler that does not contain oil, as an 
oily filler might cause discoloration in the area 
around the nail holes, The listings at the con 
clusion of this article give the names of a num 
ber of non-oily fillers for this use. 


If you contemplate starting with a natural 
finish with the idea of changing to paint later if 
not satished, it is better to use a pigmented stain 
or a bleach than to use a film-forming finish such 
as a soft varnish. The water-repellent preserva 
tives contain wax, the presence of which makes 
this type of finish difficult to paint over and, 
therefore, several years should elapse between 
the last application of such a finish and the first 
Choose an appropriate 


application of paint 


“finish system’ from among those listed at the 
end of this article and check with others in the 
community to be sure that the system which 
you have chosen does not have a poor record in 
your area. While the listed systems are known 
to give good performance, there is the possibility 
that, due to local conditions, one system may 


prove to be more satisfactory than another 


Things to avoid in applying exterior finishes 


on redwood and red cedar are moisture 
the use of unsuitable materials; failure to follow 
the manufacturer's directions; mixing of one 
brand with another (sometimes their ingredients 
tre incompatible); failure to refinish when 
needed 

Dealers in finishing materials can show sam 
ples of the various types of finishes as applied 
to redwood. If a coating is to be applied over 
an existing finish, consult with your dealer in 
order that he may give correct advice It 
would be wise also to make a test of the new 
finish on a small inconspicuous area to de 


termine whether the new finish will be com 


patible with the old, and whether it gives the 
effect which is desired 

Anyone wishing to know other ins and outs of 
this question—and there are many—would 
be very well advised to obtain and read a copy 
of Report No. R1908 entitled Natural Wood 
Finishes for Exteriors of Houses, October 1951 
available from the Forest Products Laboratory 
Madison 5, Wis 

Mildew is a problem with the natural finishes 
where there is a good deal of rainy or damp 
weather or the wood is shielded from sun and 
wind by trees or shrubs, and the moulds may 
cause a dirty, dingy appearance. If the attack 
is severe, the finish is actually consumed by the 
organisms Some of the exterior finish ma 
terials contain an organic mercury mildewcick 
and this is a desirable addition where the 
climate is not predominantly dry and clear. Two 
mildewcides which may be purchased in small 
quantities are, Nuodex (Nuodex Products Co 


N.] and Butrol (Buckman 
One authority 


Inc., Elizabeth, 
Labs 9 Im _ Memphis S, Tenn 
recommends that 1 


ounce of mildewcide be 


added per gallon of finish. Finishing systems 
known to contain a mildewcide are marked by 
an asterisk in the listings 

Fortunately, redwood is a satisfactory wood 


for painting, as are red cedar and « 


ypress 
If, however, the wood after painting becomes 
thoroughly wet for any reason, a reddish brown 
or black stain may appear on the surface of the 
paint This can be washed off, but any large 
amount of moisture in the wood will usually 
result in destruction of the paint film anyway 
Paint is not necessary for the life of the build 
architects and homeowners 


ny and many 


prefer to allow their redwood or § cedar 
sidings to weather naturally. In an appropriate 
setting, the architectural effect of weathered 


Woo | \“ hic h h is bree ome 


weathered but is still in good condition may be 


wood is very pleasing 
painted or stained without difficulty However 


if a clear treatment is desired, the weathered 


surface should be removed by sanding betore 
the finish is applied 

Wood 
treated with paint or any 
unless the backs have 


shingles should, is i rule, not he 
other coating ma 
terial, for the use of paint 
tends to increas 


ot the 


been carefully painted ilso 
shingle 


Stas 


the tendency toward cupping 
ind likewise the tendency toward deca. 
mav be used, however, and shingles may be 
bought already stained or be stained on the job 
(ommercially-stained shingles are usually best 
convenience and unilormit' 
Stains do not have much effect in improving 


idvertising 


because of thei 


resistance to decay, even though 
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claims may assert this, and even thoug! 


servative substances may be present 
Products Laboratory does not 


application of cre 


Forest by 
that the superficial 
spent crankcase oil is usef\ 


linseed oil, or 
of cedar, cypress, o1 


he: rtwood shingles 
wood, or will prevent them from curling 


The following are finishing materials 


been found satisfactory on exter 


have 
wood 
Gloss effect, without pigment: 

tinishes of this type should be renewed whe 
the film begins to lose its integrity 

0476 S iper Redwood Oil. mad 

Midland Co., 6608 E. 26 St., Los 

l Clear Hi-Glo Triton Clear 


we & Rayvnolds Co. In 789 | 


Daniels 


lu Larnish Primer A 
par Redwood Varnish Fi 
ta-Kote Corp $17 

d Spar made 

1272 86 Ave., Oal 

Varnish made by 
Ohio 
mts (Coider le Redwood Fini 


Western Wood Preserving 


Barbert 


Los \nyeles 4 


Gloss effect, clear finish with stain: 
Finishes of this type should be ren 

when the film begins to lose its integrity 
California Red 


Finish Glo 


st and Harrison Sts., H 


od fain ay 
w-llide Redu / 
inseed Oil Products Cs 110 


\lhambra, Calif 


1955 Autos—Studebaker Champion 


Continued from page 12 


iderpowered compared with other 
eT equipped with the 
which, in all cars, there is a sul 


irea has been increased {r 
the brakes were adequate and 
them was about nor 


' 
Was access bic 


ired t ppl 
e Drake edal t 
t 45 | r than the 


Stains and pigments 


resemble it sin 


d Spar, made by Perfection 


‘roducts Cs 
Redwood Finish N: 


) 


ISP13, and 2 


made by 


equota 
ow Redu i Finish No. 1V6l1 


nt & Varnish Co., Terminal Annex 2081 


4 
vain, and 2 coats Golden 
made by Western Wood 
15 St Los Angeles 23 


which veil the wood, but 
color see text of the article) 


Finishes of this type should have a main 


applied when they 
no longer produce the 


tenance coat have eroded 


to a degree that they 
desired eflect 

mats 47 Bark Brown, made by Samuel Cabot 
Inc., 141 Milk St., Boston 9 
' 25 See Red, made by Samuel Cabot 


oats NV ih 


Ine 
On Coed woe Re made by Monsanto Chemical 

(o.. 911 Western Ave Seattle 4 

forma Rustic, made by 

1118 Leary Way, Seattle 7 

Rudd Paint & Varnisl 


coats Cal Olympic Stained 


Products Co 
ates Nal-f ‘eal, made by 

1008 15 Ave. West, Seattlh 
Resin Finish, made | Wesco Water 


bifth and CGsraveon, Berkel ( alil 


Bleach (for rough or finished lumber—- produces 
“driftwood” effect through which 


soit vTAaY 
is visible 
Bleaching Ou 0. 241, made by Samuel Cabot 


114 Milk St foston 9 


Non-oily filler for nail holes, to be used where « 
natural finish is contempleted: 


L Ke i d Color, made b 


mou 
9118 S. Ma t., Los Angele 
t i bb 


ind olumihta 


to indicating lights ted | 
The nt iv cle d ri indles 
making them in 
had sdequat 
it the higher apeet 
“ nm the ides of 


und headroom 
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he Twinfone multiple listening device is shown attached 
lo a common type of lelephone receiver 


The Hush-A-Phone is shown in position to be snapped 
on a telephone handset 


Two Telephone Handsets 


and ‘Three Telephone Accessories 


R* ENTLY a number of small telephones 
have been advertised in leading magazines 
and newspapers as intercommunication systems 
for homes. While many of these small devices 
sold to consumers may be more suitable for use 
as toys rather than for serious purposes, there 
are low-priced telephones on the market that ar 
suitable for occasional use, and that will trans 
mit speech intelligibly, although seldom with 
the quality or loudness of an ordinary home or 
office telephone. Nevertheless, some of the low 
priced telephones might be convenient in the 
home, or on the farm, to connect a home and a 
near-by shop, store, or garage, for use by tele 
vision servicemen, or even as toys, wherever an 
inexpensive but reasonably practical communi 
cations device is desired 

Before purchasing a pair of these phones in a 
store, try them out to see that they are in oper 
ating condition; try the switches or buttons to 
are dependable, and tap or shake 
marked 


see that they 
the telephone to see if there is any 
Excessive change 


faulty 


change in volume of sound 
in loudness with mean a 
transmitter, which could be short-lived 


Che telephones tested by Consumers’ Research 


jarring may 


were each powered by a C-size dry cell (1-in 
with the battery en 
One talks over the tele 


diameter x 1-15/16 in 
closed in the handle 
phone by pushing a button on the handle The 


500 set had no ringing device to 
at the other end of the line 


Zimphone No 
summon the party 
lack of this would tend to limit its usefulness 
lhe phones were all successfully operated with 


speech sounds at distances up to 500 feet 


Telephone attachments 

There are attachments for home or office tele 
phones which may be convenient to many per 
sons on certain occasions. One, a J winfone 
multiple listening device, is a mechanical-acous 
tical gadget, which, when placed between the 
receiver of the telephone and the listener's ear 
enables another person to listen to the conversa 
tion through a rubber “speaking tube."’ It con 
sists of two plastic earpieces connected by a tube 
With one earpiece snapped on the telephone 
receiver another person can listen at the ear 
piece at the other end It was used successfully 
for listening to telephone conversations, and the 
third party had no difficulty in hearing the 
words that were spoken Che 7winfone not only 
would amuse children, but also might be of us 
to an older member of the family and would 
help hold down the cost of telephone servic 
when a triend or relative phones from a distant 
plac c 

\nother device, the Permoflux telephone pick 
up, which is an electro-magnetic device which 


enables one to record or amplify for loud-speake 
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reproduction a telephone conversation, wil! pro the speakers mouth and the mouthpiece ol the 
duce somewhat the same results as the 7 winfone telephone, and greatly reduces the amount of 
when connected to an audio amplifier and loud sound passing into the room The speaker talks 
speaker Phe Permoflux telephone pickup ts directly into a hole in the /iush-A-Phone cor 

similar to a magnetic phonograph pickup in on toured to fit the mouth Che Hush-A-Phone 


respect that it needs an audio amplifier ot high maternally reduced the immount ol extraneou 


gain lhe telephone pickup ts not connected noise picked up, but listeners complained that 


in anv wavy to the telephone wiring and het the voice they heard at the other end of the line 
will not interfere with telephone service V he sounded muffled. or not as clear as normalls 


pickup coil is enclosed in a soft rubber riy 


» 


which snaps over a telephone receiver. The tele A. Recommended 
phone may still be held normally with the pickup 


attached. although it is made somewhat mor: Twinfone Multiple Listening Attachment Mis 


bulky to handle o Felephone Devices C Ine Lynbrook, \.) 
S$) 05 ert 4 CO rw lt ‘ ; 
For those who wish to prevent others the : 
ductec 
room with them from hearing their telephone ' 
relaining 


conversation, a device known as the //ush-A ad whict 


Phone may be of interest The Hush-A-Phone 
is a muffler-like gadget which attaches to th 
telephone transmitter, closes the air gap between 


The Zimphone Vo. 600 lelephone handsets, showing Ue The Zimphone Vo. O00 telephone wv 
utieries, wire, and brackets for hanging the handsets 


£0) \o 


j 


The Permoflus | elephone pickuj shown as atlached ts ul separated {ror cleplhon 
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B. Intermediate 


Hush-A-Phone, Model F-1, Telephone Attach- 
ment (Mid. by Hush-A-Phone Corp., 65 Madison 
Ave., N.Y.C.) $10. Three-compartment black plas 
tic box; one compartment holds the transmitter of a 
regular so-called French-type telephone, a person 
speaks into the second compartment, the third con 
tains a few layers of screen wire and felt-like material 
which constitute a muffler or absorber. Considered 
somewhat undesirable because there may be loss of 
clarity of some speakers’ voices, which might cause 
misunderstanding or delay in the carrying on of tele 
phone conversations. 

Permoflux Telephone Pickup M-53A 
Corp., 4900 N. Grand Ave., Chicago 39) $17.50 
with a 6-ft. shielded lead supplied. When connected 
to amplifier and speaker, reproduced conversations 
with fidelity judged about as good as the telephone 
itself. Some users may find the hum pickup obje 
tionable, especially when the device is used near 

The voltage output is 





(Permoflux 





electrical wiring and fixtures 


Fluoridation of 


OPIES of a pamphlet on the Fluoridation of 
Public Drinking Water are available at 
5 cents from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington 25, D. C. This is a report by the 
Select Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives to Investigate the Use of Chemicals in 
Foods and Cosmetics, with a recommendation 
that communities considering fluoridation should 
adopt a conservative attitude toward the sub- 
ject, in view of the number of unanswered ques- 
tions that remain concerning the safety of the 
fluoridation program urged upon cities and 
towns by an agency of the executive branch of 
the federal government. The Committee holds 
that it is preferable to err on the side of caution, 
since there are reasonable alternatives to fluori 
dating the public water supply. The Committee 
likewise recommends that there be further studies 
to determine the long-run effects on the aged 
and chronically ill of the ingestion of water 
containing inorganic fluorides. Chronic toxicity 
studies have not been carried out on animals 
with water treated artificially with inorganic 
fluorides, as the fluoridation program provides 
The Committee concludes that there is no real 
similarity in principle between the fluoridation 
of water and the widely practiced chlorination 
of public water supplies 
One member of the Committee, Congressman 


not sufficient to operate a loud-speaker when con 
nected to the audio section of an ordinary radio; on 
that account, the instrument needs to be connected 
to an amplifier that includes a second stage, or a 
preamplifier 

Zimphone, No. 600, Phone Set 1.V.Z. Co., St 
Louis 4) About $5, plus postage, with 50-ft. wire 
brackets, and 2 batteries. Signal buzzer and battery 
contained in handle. Switches, sound clarity, and 

batiery life, fair. Buzzer would not be loud enough 

outside, or in a noisy location indoors, or if person 


called were far from the phone 


C. Not Recommended 
Abe ut 


$5, plus postage Poorer 
construction than Zimphone No. 600 above; the No 
500 had no provision for signaling the person called 
to answer the phone; a calling bell or buzzer would 


have to he provided by a special circuit 


Drinking Water 


A. L. Miller, who is a physician, while agreeing 
with the majority report, goes further by recom- 
mending that alternative methods of ingesting 
fluorine be used, if a physician believes that the 
medication is thought to be needed. Dr. Miller 
also points out that there is no certainty that 
fluorides introduced into the water will have 
the same effect as when naturally present with 
other elements in natural water. (In general, 
water chemists do not know the exact compounds 
which are present in water that contains mineral 
substances, as nearly all natural waters do; they 
can only postulate certain reasonable, possible 
combinations.) Dr, Miller makes the point that 
many of the groups that now endorse the adding 
of fluorides to water are merely parroting each 
They have not done original 


other's opinions. 
He adds that where 


research work themselves 
communities have had an opportunity to vote 
upon the question, the proposal to fluoridate 
municipal water supplies is generally rejected. 


Copies of this reprint may be had from the 
Superintendent of Documents at Washington, 
D. C., at 5 cents each, under the title, Fluorida- 
tion of Public Drinking Water, Report No. 
2500 (Union Calendar No. 787), dated July 10, 
1952 (25°, off on orders of 100 or more de- 


livered to one address 
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Static Electricity 


ERHAPS while driving along the highway 
vou have seen a strip ol something hangi 
from the chassis of a car or truck in front of vou 
and you wondered what was falling off. Possibly 
the dangling item was a grounding strap that 
had been placed on the vehicle in an effort to 

discharge static ele tricity, the well-know 
sance which makes sparks jump from the fi 
or knuckle when you reach for the door ha 
of your car on a cold dry day Phe presenc 
static electricity is not only annoying at tin 
but can even be dangerous, because ther: 
often enough energy in a small spark to 
flammable or explosive gases or vapors, such as 
gasoline vapor from a leaking tank, or bottled 
gas which may be leaking from a tank or pips 
near where a car is parked. Hospitals, for ex 
ample, take elaborate precautions, including 
special conductive floor covering and grounding 
devices, to keep static electri charges within a 
sale limit in rooms where explosive inesthetics 
and oxygen are used \ person can set up a 
potential of almost 5000 volts merely by gett 
up out ol a plastic covered chair 

Static electricity is produced by rubbing 
like materials together, as in running a cor 
through the hair, or stroking a cat bricti 
causes some of the electrons of the surface mol 
cules of one material to be transferred to the 
other surface If these materials are of kinds 
that are active with each other in produci 
static, a charge will be trapped on each whe 
they are separated quickly; one body will be 
charged positively and the other negativel 
Samples of different materials rubbed together 
will not always produce substantial electrical 
charges; the amount of the charge depends 
greatly on their physical and chemical nature 

(,ood conductors do not produce static ele 
tricity when rubbed together: even though ele 
tron transfer takes place, the displaced charges 
flow back and neutralize each other almost ir 
stantly With materials that conduct poorl 
the displaced charge is held back and much of 
it remains when the surfaces are separated. The 
quantity of electricity involved is so small that 
only a minute amount of current need flow for a 
very brief time to bring the charged bodies back 
to normal earth potential 


Static is a much more serious problem in dry 
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climates, and is particularly troublesome with 
automobiles during cold dry winter weather, and 
as in certain 
low-raintall areas (e.g Texas, Arizona, New 
Vexico It has also been noted that the wearing 


ol crepe sole shoes 


possibly due to the tact that crepe soles ire 


where the relative humidity is low 


iccentuates the difficulty 


sewn through the upper half only, rather than 


through the bottoms of the soles: the construc 
tion thus cuts out a leakage path that exists in 
ordinary shoes through the slightly damp and 
hence slightly conducting threads on the soles 

Chose who are interested in the problem ol 
static electricity may find it worth while to read 
Bureau of Standards Circular C438, entitled 
ivailable trom the 


WW ishington 


Static Electricit' which 1s 


Superinte ident of Documents 
1). it 20 cents 

Difficulties with stati 1 be reduced with 
fair success in the home by increasing the rela 


With higher 


idsort 


tive humidity humidity, man 


insulating materials thin coat of mois 


ture over their surtaces, which ts enough 


conduct most stath charge 5 to yround In in 
iutomobile, where ich a solution is not appli 
cable, or other instances in which humidilyin 
the air 1s not practi ible in anti-static spra 
can be used; this has proved to be reasonabl 
effective in providing a conducting 

iutomobiles (see (Con 


january 1953 


plastic seat covers in 
SUMERS RESEARCH BULLETIN 
Drag chains or straps made of conductive 
rubber placed on cars and trucks are not eftee 
tive for eliminating the static caused by slicing 
across the seats and the shock that is received 
when the door handles are touched, because in 
this case the voltage exists between the car ind 
the occupant, rather than between the car and 
the ground The str ip oT chain may have a 
little effect in disposing ol static electricity gen 
erated by the tires as they rub on the pavement 
but is not at all times dey ndable, even tor thi 
purpose, as the pavement may otten be prac 
tically non-conductive and the strap therelore 


finds no suitable contact to disperse the charge 


Tire static 


lire static is not 
cept to ticket takers and collectors at bridges 


is common a problem-—ex 
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tunnels, etc.—-as the static electricity generated 
by sliding over seats, but often in dry climates 
electricity is produced at some point on the 
tread, and as the tire rotates, the charge at this 
point may find its shortest path of escape is to 
the rim of the wheel, which is connected by 
metallic paths to the rest of the car. Thus, a 
voltage exists between the car and the ground 
that can shock a person (e.g., a ticket taker or 
toll collector) standing on the ground and touch- 
ing the fingers of a person in the car. 

A static eliminator for cars was tested by 
Consumers’ Research by placing it on a car 
whose owner complained that occupants re- 
ceived shocks when entering or alighting from 
the car. The gadget was a 29-cent No Shok No 
241-A Static Eliminator, which consisted of an 
18-inch strip of slightly conductive rubber about 
an inch wide, supplied with an eyelet in one end 
to facilitate bolting it to some part of the frame 
of the car. This dragged on the road surface as 
the car moved. In 17 months of use the No 
Shok \ost two-thirds of its electrical conduc- 
tivity, wore off nearly 2 inches of rubber, and 
it was considered that if it had any effect in re- 
duction of the static electric charges, it was an 
unimportant one. This finding was in accord 
with a statement in an Oklahoma Engineering 
Experiment Station Bulletin, Grounding to 
Prevent Electrical Hazards, by Professor Charles 
Fk. Cameron, that drag chains of the sort com- 
monly mounted at the rear of gasoline trucks 


R-10-X—Liquid 


R-10-X (Thompson-Long Co., 141 W. Jack 


son Blvd., Chicago 4), alleged to “solve 1001 
rust problems,” including the cost of replacing 
rusted screens, protection of garden and home 
tools, basement pipes and equipment, farm equip- 
ment and machinery, gutters and downspouts, 
bicycles, wagons, steel tanks and fire escapes, 
and ornamental iron work, upon analysis was 
found to consist of 28° 
acid (85%, strength); 2 


agent; 1.7%) total selenium; a little acid green 


ol syrupy phosphoric 
75°) non-ionic wetting 
dye; and water 

R-10-X is intended to be used before paint is 
applied and is said to help to avoid peeling of 
paint and to help make the paint coat last 
longer Che directions mention that it is a poi 
son but fails to indicate just how extremely 
poisonous products are that contain selenium, 
and how unsuitable they are for use in the hands 
of persons not fully familiar with the handling 


of highly poisonous substances, and again, how 


do not have the effect of removing the charge 
from the truck. The failure of such chains to be 
effective is to be expected in view of the fact 
that the dry road surface is a very good insulator, 
with values running as high as 1500 to 2000 
megohms and more between 4-inch electrode 
strips a quarter of an inch apart, and thus the 
chains could not effectively conduct the charges 
to earth. However, transporters of gasoline and 
flammable liquids, many of whom are aware of 
the ineffectiveness of drag chains, are often re 
quired by local or state ordinances to equip their 
trucks with them. Such experienced truck oper- 
ators also apply more effective measures. When 
gasoline is being transferred from one tank to 
another, for example, the fixed tank and the 
truck tank are connected and grounded, either 
by wires or special conductive-rubber hose. The 
hoses seen on gasoline pumps at service stations 
are also of this type, and provide a reliable 
ground for hose and nozzle 

As to charges built up between the driver and 
the car from friction against the seat material, a 
suggestion has come from two sources, which 
seems to be entirely practicable to those who 
will acquire the habit of using it: When starting 
to slide across the car seat, first take hold, with 
an ungloved hand, of the door handle, gear lever 
(the metal part), or some other grounded metal 
part of the car; then when leaving the car, keep 
hold of the door handle until the feet touch the 
ground, 


Rust Remover 


dangerous would be the use of a selenium com 
pound on surfaces, such as roofing, gutters, and 
downspouts, where the water might be consumed 
by persons or animals, or used in cooking 

The high content of strong acid, of course 
makes hazardous any contact of the material 
with the skin, and 
eyes might cause serious damage or lead to 
blindness. On that account, CR would advise 


a minute splash into the 


that the product be used, if at all, only by a 
person wearing rubber gloves, and goggles tor 
eye protection, and that it should by no means 
be permitted to be stored where children might 
have access to it. More important still is the 
fact that, in view of the great toxicity of com 
pounds of selenium, no use of the material 
should be made under circumstances where water 
might flow over the treated surface and reach a 
well, spring, or stream, or an area where fruit 
or vegetable gardening is done Some plants 


extract selenium from the soil, and a traction ol 
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a part per million in the soil has rendered poison 
ous grains and foodstuffs grown on that soil 
The manufacturer is apparently not aware of 
the high toxicity of selenium, for he has given 
no attention to it in his cautionary note on 
the bottle, nor is there any reference in the 
circular describing R-10-X to the very poison 
ous character of selenium compounds. We have 
not found any evidence of the value of selenium 
as an ingredient of corrosion-preventive products 


From the standpoint of the effectiveness of 


the material tor rusted metals for 


preparing 
painting, a qualified consulting chemist considers 
that it should serve its purpose, in view of the 
successful application ol types of cleaner based 
on phosphoric acid in industrial operations, <A 
piece ol sheet steel, treated with R-J0-X and 
painted, showed no noticeable rusting after being 
exposed to the weather for a year and a half It 
is believed that the product would not be ser 
viceable as a rust preventive without the use of 


paint 


Tire Gauges 


AINTAINING proper inflation pressure is 

very important to the life of automobile 
tires, espec ially the ‘‘extra low pressure Ry 
tires which are standard equipment on nearly 
all of 
A few 
mean 10,000 or even 20,000 miles difference in 


today’s American-made passenger cars 


pounds difference in air pressure ma‘ 


tire life Underinflation causes more 


greatly increases the likelihood of cuts or 


rapid 
wear, 
breaks in the sidewalls, 
difficult 
while tires with too much air give a rougher rice 
poorer traction, and greater risk of fabri 


makes steering more 


and slightly decreases gasoline rile we 


or br UISeS 


Tires should be checked at least every three 


‘ and pre ferably 


months (with changing seasons 


a month, and visually examined several 


once 
times per week. Once a month is recommended 
for the new tubeless tires found on 1955 model 


cars. Unless the gauge used is accurate (or of 
most caretul 


infl ited 


known constant error even the 


motorist will be riding on improperly 


tires | ires should alway s be he ked when 
“cold,”’ as their temperatures will go up enough 
im a very lew miles to raise the alt pressure : 
pound or two, while after a long hard drive the 
pressure may be five pounds or more above the 
“cold this extra 


bled trom the 


pressure ol the tire when 


pressure, however, should not be 


tire 


CR has found that many service station gauge 


nd air hose pressure indicators are inaccurate 


ire essly ised by the ittendants “a that tire 


ire often inflated several pounds over or unde 


the proper pressure The motorist who wa 
et full mileage from his tires with minimum ! 


of blowout or other failure should use a gauge 


and take pains to set its Om 


squarely on the tire valve whe taki 


RmOWwn accurac’ 


pressure re vit rt It 8 €asSY tO vet an inacs 


} 
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reading if air leaks out around the gauge opening 
when the instrument is being used 

\ good tire gauge is convenient to use and 
easy to read It will be strong and compact 
and resistant to corrosion, dirt, and rough han 
dling It is reasonable to expect an accurac 
within about 4 percent of the tire pressure The 
should not extend to values 


scale ol the yauyge 


than inflation pressure 


ibout twice the 
Several of the 


yreatet 
of the tires used yauyes tested 
by CR had scales reading to 120 or more pounds 


W hile the 


for high pressures such as those 


would probably 1) reliable enough 


usec on truch 
tires the ire in genet il less suitabkh um the 
pressure range ol modern iutomobile tires than 
the gauges re iding only to 40 or 50 pound 

contain pressure rn 


modern tires irel 


than 30 to 32 pounds even when hot, tire 


manufacturers would be wise to make 











The left side of the pi whrader W050 qauges 
one Of which has heen disaaesembied to show tua 


parts. On the right are two Acme 5270 qauges, one disassembled 


omponer 
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reading, say, to a 35-pound limit for car owners, 
and one or two covering the range from 35 to 
100 pounds per square inch for service station 


men and truck operators 


‘ ‘ i 
The tire gauges were tested for accuracy in 


their original condition by comparison with a 
good dial type pressure gauge calibrated on a 
dead weight tester Ihe tire gauges were then 
tumbled for 14% hours in a box containing vacu 
um cleaner sweepings and then retested for a 
curacy to note the effects of rough handling and 
dirt on the gauges All of the gauges were 
checked several times at 20, 24, 28, 32, and 40 
pounds per square inch pressure, and ratings 
are based primarily upon their ability to give 
repeated correct readings at these pressures, an l 
the readability of the gauges fests were made 
to determine errors of the gauges when held in 
various positions——up, down, and horizontal 

48 may occur in the practical use of any tire 
gauge. 
when the gauges were held with the plungers 


In general, readings were slightly higher 


pointed downward rather than upward, but the 
differences were hardly enough for concern 
Except for the Allstate 1074 and the Schrader 
7ISSBH, each gauge was equipped with a pro 
jecting pin for releasing air from the tire by de 


pressing the valve stem, a convenient feature 


A. Recommended 


Roebuck & Co Retail 
1073, $1.25 pl 18 postage 


Length, 5° in 


Allstate, No. 1073 (Sears 
stores, $1.17; Cat. No. 28 
Pencil-type gauge with pocket clip 
Range, 5 to 50 Ib. by 1 Ib. per sq. in. Triangular: 

plunger with easily-read markings on each face 

Most accurate of gauges tested The two gauges 

actually received were for low-pressure auto tires, or 

\ No 
1073 gauge was received in response to a mail ordet 
for a No. 1076 gauge of range 10 to 40 Ib I 

Jumbo, No. 400 (Montgomery Ward's Cat. No. 61 
5684) 9% “plus postage 


Length, 5'4 in 


“water tires as used ‘on farm equipment 


Pencil-type gauge with 
Range, 10 to 40 by 1 
Flat plunger with clear 


pocket clip 
lb. per sq. in easily -read 
markings on each face I 
Acme, No. §15 (Acme Air Appliance Co., Inc., Brook 
lyn, N.Y.) $1.90. Pencil-type gauge with pocket 
clip. Length, 55% in 5 to 50 by 1 Ib. per 
lriangular plunger with easily-read markings 
on each face, Appears identical to Allstate No. 1073.2 
Schrader, No. 5050 (A. Schrader's Son, Div. Scovill 
Inc., 470 Vanderbilt Ave., Brooklyn 17 
N.Y.) $1.55 to $2. CR paid $1.55 for one gauge 
and $2 for another. Small 
Length, 374 in. Range, 10 to 50 by 1 Ib. per sq. in 
White markings on a dark background on each face 


Range 
sq. in 


pocket-type gauge 


of flat plunger The white markings became ob 


scured by dirt and loss of white paint, but they were 


Allstate, No. 1074 


stamped deeply into the metal plunger so that the 

gauge could be read in good light. Numbers are up 

side down when gauge is held in the position most 

convenient in use 2 
> > > 


\. Schrader’'s Son) $1.98 


Length, 55% in 


Schrader, No. 7750T 
Pencil-type gauge with pocket clip 
Range, 4 to 50 by 1 Ib per sq. in 





Square plunger 

with markings spiraling around it (i« the four 

sides were marked: 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, et« 5, 9, 13, 17 

et 6, 10, 14, 18, et and 7, 11, 15, 19, et 

Easy to read but numbers are upside down 
Schrader 5050 

Schrader, No. 6060 \ 
Service station ty px Length 

of gradu 

important lower range of pressu 10 to 60 by 

160 b 


Schrader 


wive wider spacing 
lb. per sq. in., OO t 


plunger with clear, easily-read marking 


but the numbers are upside dow! 


B. Intermediate 


Range 


with easil 


Acme, No. 525 (Acme Air Appliance ¢ 
Small, pocket-type gauge Length . in 
10 to 40 by 1 Ib. per sq.in. Flat pl 
read markings on each face i 
Supreme, No. 55 (4. M. Co ne., Long Island 
City, N.Y $1.15 Pencil-t 


lip. Length, 5% in Range 


gauge with pocket 
6 to 52 by 1 Ib. per 
j 


Flat plunger wit urking n each face 


Markings hard to read, and the finish of this gauge 


“j. nm 


was relatively poor 1 
Schrader, No. 718&BH hrader’s Son) $5.50 
Service station type vith Length 
in. Dual range, 10 to 60 bi b. per sq. i 
160 by 5 Ib. per sq. in | plung with clea 
easily-read markings on eac! it the numbers 


are upside down ere chrade te 3 


C. Not Recommended 
Acme Air Applian e Co., Ine 


Length 2 — in 


$1.05 


Acme, No. 520 

Pencil-type with pocket clip 
20 to 120 by 5 Ib. per sq. in 
plunger with clear markings on each face, but 5 Ib 


Range Triangular 


per sq. in. scale divisions do not permit reading with 
sufficient accuracy in the range of most automobile 
tires. Had relatively large errors 1 
Tru Flate “701"" (Druge Bros. Mfg. Co., Oakland, 
Calif.) $1.29. Pencil-type with pocket clip. Length 
Dual range, 10 to 60 by 1 Ib. per sq. in., 60 


Flat plunger with easily 


574 in 
to 120 by 5 Ib. per sq. in 
read markings on each face but the numbers are up 
side down. Had very large errors, and the errors 
were variable l 
(Sears-Roebuck's Cat. No. 28 
$2.98, plus postage. Service 


1244 in 


1074) 
with dual foot 
by 2 Ib. per sq. in 


Station type 
10 to 130 
Triangular plunger with clear 

Was consiste itly 24 to 3 


Length Range 


markings on each face 
Ib. per sq. in. in error 
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HIS section aims to vive criti al consumers a 

digest of opinion from a wide range of mo- 
tion picture reviews, including the motion pix 
ture trade press, leading newspapers and maga 
zines — some 19 different periodicals in all. The 
motion picture ratings which follow thus do not 
represent the judgment of a single person, but 
are based on an analysis of critics’ reviews 


‘1. R. Pre stlee / me 
I e Cou The Tab Time, Varw 


“ 


the picture 


hgures preceding the title of 


indicate the number of critics who have been 
judged to rate the film A (recommended), B 
intermediate), or © (not recommended) on its 
entertainment values 

Audience suitability is indicated by \ 
adults, “Y"' for voung people 14-18 and **¢ 
for children, at the end of each line 


Descriptive abbreviations are as follows 
' Lara © ry 


: mite 


hor om 


Adventures of Hajji Baba, The 

Affairs of Messalina, The 
Italian 

Africa Adventure 

Aida (Italian 

Americano, The 

An Inspector Calls (British 

Angelika (German 

Animal Farm 

Athena 

Atomic Kid, The 


Bad Day at Black Rock 

Bamboo Prison, The 

Barefoot Contessa, The 

Beachcomber, The (British 

Beau Brummell 

Belles of St. Trinian’s, The 
(British 

Bengal Brigade 

Betrayed 

Big Chase, The 

Black Dakotas, The 

Black Knight, The (British 

Black Shield of Falworth, 
The 

Black 13 (British 

Black Tuesday 

Black Widow 

Bob Mathias Story 

Bounty Hunter, The 


Bowery Boys Meet the 
Monsters, The 

Bowery to Bagdad 

Bread, Love and Dreams 
(Italian) 

Bridges at Toko-Ri, The 

Brigadoon 

Broken Lance 

Bullet is Waiting, A 


~ 


alling Scotland Vard 

British) rt-me 
aannibal Attack me 
aptain Kidd and the Slave Girl ad: 
armen Jones mius-mel 
fattie Queen of Montana ‘ 
thallenge the Wild d 
‘inerama Holiday 
ity Stands Trial, A (Italian 
ity Story 
woompanions of the Night 

French 
wuntry Girl, The 
west of the Wave (British 
Crossed Swords 
Cry Vengeance 


ant tan ta a 


~- 


Daughters of Destiny (French 
Dawn at Socorro 
Day of Triumph 
Deep in My Heart ” 
Demetrius and the Gladiators 
Desirée 
Desires (German 
Desperado, The 
Desperate Decision (French 
Destry 
Detective, The (British 
Devil's Harbor (British 
Diamond Wizard, The 

British 
Down Three Dark Streets 
Dragnet 
Dreams of Love (French 
Drum Beat 
Duel in the Jungle 


Earrings of Madame De, The 
French 

Edge of Divorce (British 

Egyptian, The 


Fast and the Furious, The 

Fighting Pimpernel, The 
British 

Fire Over Africa 

Four Gune to the Border 

Four Ways Out (Italian 

Francis Joins the Wacs 

French Touch, The (French 


Gambler from Natchez, The 
Game of Love (French 
Garden of Eden 

Garden of Evil 

Gate of Hell, The (Japanese 
Girls Marked Danger (Italian 
Gog 
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Golden Mistress, The 
Green Fire 


Half a Century of Songs 
(Italian 

Half Way to Hell 

Hansel and Gretel 

Heart of the Matter, The 
(British) 

Heat Wave (Britieh 

Hello Elephant (Italian) 

Her Twelve Men 

High and Dry (British) 

Hobson's Choice (British) 

Human Desire 

Human Jungle, The 

Hunters of the Deep 


> Nm & “IN he 


— —_— 
i = oe RS I 


Illicit Interlude (Swedish) 
Immortal City, The 


Jazz Dance 
Jesse James’ Women 


Karamoja 

Khyber Patrol 

Killer Leopard 

King Richard and the 
Crusaders 


mel-c A 
dr-« A 


mus-dr-c A 
war-do 1 
mus-fan-c AY¢ 


ir-c A 
cri-mel A 
com 1 
com-c« AY( 
com AY¢ 
com A 
crt-mel A 
crt-mel A 


doce AY( 


dr A 
doce AY( 


doc Ay 
mus-wes-c A 


do ‘ 1 
adve-c AY( 
mel AY( 


hist-mel-c A 


Last Time I Saw Paris, The dr-c A 


Law vs. Billy the Kid, The 


Lawless Rider, The 


We st-< 
wes AY( 


Little Kidnappers, The (British) | dr 


Littlest Outlaw, The 


dr c A } 


Lovers, Happy Lovers (British) dr A 


Malta Story (British) 
Mambo (Italian) 
Masterson of Kansas 
Mexican Bus Ride 


war-dr AY( 
mus-dr A 
wes-c AY( 


Mr. Hulot's Holiday (French) 


Naked Alibi 


On the Waterfront 


One Summer of Happiness 


(Swedish) 
Operation Manhunt 
Othello 
Other Woman, The 
Outcast, The 
Outlaw Stallion, The 
Outlaw's Daughter, The 


Paris Incident (French) 
Passion 

Phantom Stallion 
Phffft 

Port of Hell 

Prince of Players 
Princese of the Nile 
Private Hell 36 
Pushover, The 


Quest for the Lost City 


Raid, The 

Rear Window 

Red Inn, The (French) 
Return from the Sea 


Return to Treasure Island 


Ricochet Romance 
Ring of Fear 

River Beat (British) 
Rogue Cop 


crt-mel , 
do« ‘ { } { 
war-mel-c 
war-rTrom z 


adv- 
com 


crt-mel A 


Romeo and Juliet (Italian) dr-< 


Roogie's Bump 
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se www Oe ws —wntn 


~—— + 


Royal Tour of Queen Elizabeth 
& Philip (British) trav-< 
Runaway Bus, The (British) 


Sabrina 

Scotch on the Rocks (British 

Security Risk 

Seven Brides for Seven 

Brothers 

Shanghai Story, The 

Shield for Murder 

Side Street Story 

Sign of the Pagan 

Silver Chalice, The 

Sins of Rome (Italian 

Sitting Bull } 

Sleeping Tiger, The (British 1 

Snow Creature ‘ } 

So This is Paris ‘ 1 
} 
i 


Italian 


Souls in Conflict doc-c A 
Star is Born, A mus-dr- 
Steei Cage, The biog AY( 
Suddenly cri-mel A 
Susan Slept Here com-c A 


Tanganyika adv-c AY 
Target Earth aA 
Texas Bad Man mel AY( 
Theodora, Slave Empress 

(French-Italian 
There's No Business Like 

Show Business mus-com-c A 
They Rode West wes-c AY( 
This is My Love dr-c A 
This is Your Army doc-c AY( 
Three Hours to Kill mel-c A 
Three Ring Circus com-c AY 
Three Stops to Murder 

(British) mys-mel A 
Thunder Pass wes AY( 
Tobor, the Great sci-mel AY 
Tonight's the Night (British) com-c A 
Track of the Cat dr-c A 
Trouble in the Glen (British) com-« AY¢ 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea ade-c AY( 
Twist of Fate mys-mel A 
Two Guns and a Badge wes A 


hist-dr-c A 


Ugetsu (Japanese) dr A 
Unchained soc-dr A 
Unconquered biog AY( 
Unholy Four, The (British mys-mel A 


Valley of the Kings mel-c A 
Vanishing Prairie, The doc-e AY( 
Varietease com 
Vera Cruz mel-« 
Victory at Sea war -doc 
Violent Men, The mel-< 
Voice of Silence, The (Italian) dr 


Weak and the Wicked, The 
(British) 

Welcome the Queen ‘ 

West of Zanzibar (British) mel 

White Christmas mus-com-< 

White Fire (British) 

White Orchid, The 

Woman's Angle, The (British 

Woman's World 

World Dances, The 


Yellow Mountain, The 

You Know What Sailors Are 
(British) 

Young at Heart 

Yukon Vengeance 





The Consumers’ Observation Post 


linued from page 4 


returned on November 135, 1954-——a period of over a month--in working order: 
The charge for the repair, which appeared to have included a complete 
building of the blanket, with new wiring and new control box, was $21 
At that price it is obvious that a consumer would often be wiser to pay 
more and buy a new electric blanket, which can readily be obtained on prompt 
delivery in most any large department or electrical appliance store, in 
most sections of the country 


re 
| 
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CUT FLOWERS will last longer if properly handled Some excellent ad 
vice on the subject is given by Albert L. Stone in the New York Times fo! 
several varieties Always strip off foliage below the water level Roses 
should be placed in cool, deep water, never in direct sunlight or near 
steam heat; cut stems daily, and spray flowers and foliage with cold 
water Roses refrigerated by being wrapped in wax paper or newspaper after 
the foliage has been dampened or rolled in wet newspaper, placed in the 
icebox overnight and then returned to vases during the day, will have 
longer life For chrysanthemums, snap off the stems with the fingers and 
scrape the lower part of the stem so that the water can travel more rapidly 
through the stem to reach the flower: the water should be changed daily, 
and the stem snapped off an inch or two at the same time Excessive foli- 
age of flowers such as daisies should be stripped off so that the flowers 
themselves receive as much water as possible 


THE SALESMAN WHO SELLS the home purchasing agent a new mattress may be 
paid as much as $5 "on the side" by the manufacturer for negotiating a suc- 
cessful transaction for his particular brand Well known to the trade is 
this technique of manufacturer-—paid "spiffs" to stimulate sales in bedding 
departments According to T. Dart Ellsworth, director of research and pub- 
lications of the NYU School of Retailing, the practice is on the upswing, 
and there is considerable likelihood that a bedding manufacturer will offer 





Are you spending your money wisely — 
or do you trust to luck? 


If you are a subscriber to Consumers’ Research Bulletin, you can 


go into a store equipped with definite, practical information about 
the performan ec of many of the produc te you « ontem plate purchasing, 
knowing what qualities to look for and what weaknesses to guard 
against. You will be able to make your selection of the brand or 
make that best suits your own particular needs on the basis of 
scientific tests and you will not need to trust to luck or depend on 
= sales claims 
yom ® 
In addition to Consumers’ Research Bulletin (monthly), there is the big 
RY Annual Bulletin of 224 pages, conveniently indexed, that provides « 
Ly handy summary of CR's most important product reports. You will find 


information about rates and a convenient order blank on the next page 
An investment in @ subscription today will pay of in wise buying 
tomorrow 
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to pay a retail salesman as much for selling a mattress at $30 as for sell- 
ing one at $50, $60, and even $80. For a mattress and spring combination, 
the amount of “spiff" money is usually doubled. 


THE ALTERATION CHARGE for men’s ready-made suits is becoming a pro- 
motional weapon in certain sections of the country. As store costs mounted 
in recent years, the practice of charging the customer for changes to make 
a ready-to-wear suit fit the purchaser was widely adopted. In Washington, 
D.C., charging for alterations is reported to be a policy of long standing. 
In New York City, according to The New York Times, charges for the service 
have been generally adopted recently, and complaints from customers of the 
three largest department stores queried have been few. One of the better 
men’s shops claimed that the practice stimulated salesmen to sell garments 
that fit better in the first place. The Times reports that in other sec- 
tions of the country, however, including Philadelphia, Minneapolis, Chi- 
cago, and San Francisco, a number of stores have found it necessary to 
offer free alterations on men’s suits in order to meet stiff competition 


* * . 


GADGETS AND SUCH: 
Dover "Potato-—Bake" Rack (Dover Products Co., 815 Arthington: St 


Chicago 7), $1 (available from mail-order gadget houses) Wire rack with 
upright prongs for impaling 8 potatoes to be inserted in the oven for bak- 
ing. Claimed: "The only Potato Baker that bakes internally Bakes evenly 
~—heat is conducted into center. Bakes quicker-—no half-baked centers 
Lessens danger of burnt fingers Potatoes Actually Taste Better." In ac- 
tual use, it was found that the device did not hasten the baking process 
over the simple method of laying potatoes on the oven rack Those baked on 
the Dover device were, however, slightly mealier in texture There was no 
special saving of effort in handling the potatoes, and the prongs of the 
device had to be washed, where no such effort was required if the potatoes 
were merely laid on the oven rack There might be some slight saving of 
oven space by the use of the device if there were a number of items to be 
baked at the same time, but it was considered more trouble than it was 
worth. One consumer pointed out that she achieved a similar effect by 
putting aluminum skewers through potatoes for baking and thereby decreased 
the baking time considerably 


Please check your preference: 


‘2 h, | 
Consumers esearch, inc. 
4 I enclose $5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for 
Washington, N. J. one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the 
forthcoming September 1955 Annual Bulletin 


Please enter my order as checked. I am en- 
closing my check (or money order) for $ __} New Renewal 


I enclose $3 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
Begin subscription with issue. one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 
search Bulletin monthly (12 issues). 


Name | New ] Renewal 


I enclose $2.00 (Canada & foreign, $2.25) for 

Street___ : 'a copy of the forthcoming September 1955 
Annual Bulletin. Since I am a subscriber to 

Consumers’ Research Bulletin (12 issues), I 


City & Zone State am entitled to the special rate. 


I enclose $3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
‘a copy of the forthcoming September 1955 


EEE EE EE 
CR.2-55 Annual Bulletin alone. 
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COMING 


in Consumers’ Research 


Dishwashers 
General Electric 
General -lectric Mobile 
Hotp¢ int 
James 
Westinghouse 


Automatic Washing Machine 


Kenmore 


Power Lawn Mowers 
Craftsman 
Eclipse 
Excello 
Moto-Boy 
Pince ' 
Reo 
Snapper 20 
Sunbeam 


Hand Lawn Mowers 


American Republic 
E« lipse Voque 


Portable Ice Chests or Coolers 

Carico Pic Nik 

Crone 2 

J. C. Higgins 

KampKold 

Progress 
Reiber 
Skotch 
Thermaster 
Vagabond 
Western Field 


Bulletin 





